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TERRORISM 





27 


36 


Number of Americans killed on Average number of daily gun homicides 

Christmas day due to gun violence in the U.S. in 2015 


27 


34 


Combined number of gun homicides for 
Austria, New Zealand, Norway, Slovenia, 
Estonia, Bermuda, Hong Kong, 
and Iceland in an entire year 


Number of Minnesota women 
killed in domestic violence incidents 
last year 


“When is the white, middle-to-upper-class, 
conservative male going to finally get a break 
in this country? When?!” 



Reader Dru Markham, responding to “Racist Facebook troll fired from Archer Daniels 
Midland,” at citypages.com. 


PIGMENTATION 


CAPITALISM 


SHORT, MINORITY WOMEN get all the breaks 
So Minnesota Nice, an “advertainment” show 
scheduled to air on Fox 9, tried to right this 
historic injustice by casting solely for a tall, 
“Caucasian” woman to play its “luxury product 
placement” cohost. 

The “forward-thinking” show took immedi¬ 
ate blowback on Facebook for its pigmentation 
policies. So producer Brock Dombrovski did 
an about-face, announcing that he might be 
looking for a black cohost after all. Neither 
Fox 9 nor its parent network would discuss 
the issue. 


COMCAST, which takes its customer service 
cues from that guy who yells at kids to get off 
his lawn, has long been known as America’s 
Most Hated Cable Provider "T But it now 
has a new award to hang in the executive 
dining room: America’s Most Hated Internet 
Provider"^. 

A tally of complaints to the FCC between 
January and November of 2015 found a stun¬ 
ning 11,812 registered against Comcast. That 
was nearly double the combined number 
launched against its three closest competi¬ 
tors — Verizon, AT&T, and Time Warner. 
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A Troll Gets Torched 

Who would have thought there’s a downside 
to being a Facebook racist? 


D ebate tactics and success all you 
want. Black Lives Matter has 
scored at least one unambigu¬ 
ous victory: exposing all the 
racist trolls in your Facebook feed who 
suddenly feel the need to tell you what 
they’ve always thought about black folks. 

Take Brad Schultz, who left abilious mes¬ 
sage on the Black Lives Matter Minneapolis 
page — on Christmas Eve, no less — over 
the Mall of America and airport protests. 

“You dumb fucking niggers,” Schultz 
posted. “Get out of town with your bullshit 
protesting. The loser life deserved to get 
shot for not cooperating with police. You 
make yourselves look worse. Get off your 
ass, get a job, do something... Just leave, 
white people don’t like you.” 

And Merry Christmas to you too. Brad! 
The “loser life” is probably a reference to 
Jamar Clark, the black man whose Novem¬ 
ber death in a Minneapolis police shooting 


spurred the most recent round of protests. 

Within hours, Schultz had changed 
his tune, seen the error of his ways, and 
apologized. Either that, or he realized other 
Facebookusers had managed to immediately 
deduce his identity. 

Their sleuthing was helped by the fact 
Schultz was posting under his real name, 
and had listed his hometown, Mankato. 
According to his social media accounts, 
he’s a fan of the Minnesota Vikings and 
the new Star Wars movie. 

His Facebook page also listed his 
employer. Archer Daniels Midland. That 
part was key for online justice warriors; 
maybe they couldn’t fill Schultz’s heart 
with love and understanding by Christ¬ 
mas morning, but they could at least let 
Archer Daniels know it had employed a 
Klan version of the Grinch. 

Schultz saw the writing on the wall, and 
tried to backpedal. 



Black Lives Matter has scored one 
unambiguous victory: exposing all 
the racists in your Facebook feed. 


iry: UApusiiig an 
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“I’m very sorry for the rude comments 
I made,” he wrote. “In no way is my work¬ 
place affiliated with these comments. Please 
delete them.” 

Here, the troll finally got something 
right. Archer Daniels Midland, the food 
processing behemoth based in Chicago, is 
not affiliated with Schultz’s comments — as 
of last week, when it fired Schultz. 

“ADM has concluded its investigation 
regarding recent social media comments 
made by an ADM employee in Mankato, 
Minnesota,” the company said in a state¬ 


ment. “As previously stated, these remarks 
are unacceptable and do not reflect ADM’s 
values.” 

In a related story, if someone is looking to 
hire a social media expert, there’s a newly 
unemployed guy in the Mankato area who 
knows all about how Facebook works — 
for good, for evil, and for revenge. Some 
sensitivity training required, -mike mullen 

□ MORE ONLINE » 
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OPINION 


Minnesota Top 10 
News Stories of 2016 

An occasionally fond look back at the year to come 


M y New Year’s resolution for 
2016 is to procrastinate less. 
It sounds easy enough, except 
that I’ve been putting this off 

since 2009. 

But no more! It’s a new year and a new 
me. That’s why I’m filing my obligatory 
2016 Year in Review ahead of time. 

10. Cano draws heat for trip to hot 
planet 

Embattled Minneapolis City Council 
Member Alondra Cano has already caught 
shit for taking international flights with 
public money, and for releasing constituents’ 
personal information online. This year, Cano 
uses Elon Musk’s SpaceX rocket ship for a 
taxpayer-funded trip to Mars, explaining 
she needed to see if the red planet is suitable 
for future colonization by her Ninth Ward 
constituents. (She also gives an interview 
wearing a “Green Lives Matter” T-shirt.) 

The $10 billion price tag raises eye¬ 
brows, but Cano fires back at her critics, 
publishing a series of tweets that expose 
their cholesterol levels, high school grades, 
and embarrassing downloads on iTunes. 

9. Minnesota Vikings win the Super 
Bowl! 

So claims Minneapolis police union boss 
Bob Kroll. He admits he did not watch the 
game, but is wholly confident the local team 
won an 5 rway. 

DEL U.S. Rep. Keith Ellison counters that 
the Vikings could have been eliminated 
earlier in the playoffs, but wishes there had 
been different referees. 


DEL U.S. Sen. Amy Klobuchar, who 
tends to look both ways before putting on 
her seatbelt, expresses “concern” about 
the Super Bowl, and suggests convening 
a bipartisan study to look into the score. 
8. Spineswipe stock soars 
Medtronic’s stock price soars as investors 
and surgeons rave about the debut of the 
“Spineswipe.” The new device replaces 
damaged vertebrae with an automated 
slot that swipes the patient’s credit card 
for direct pa 5 mient to the “Irish” company. 

7. Minimum wage creeps toward liv¬ 
ability 

In August, the state’s minimum wage 
automatically ticks up to $9.50. The new 
wage quickly tanks the food industry — 
though not how people had expected. 

The new level allows tens of thousands 
of fast food workers to Anally afford the 
hamburgers they serve. Minneapolis and 
St. Paul are forced to hire 10,000 temporary 
street cleaners to remove the resulting vomit 
6. Vikings slaughter 25,000 birds 
The Vikings’ new downtown stadium 
opens to mixed reviews. Fans flood the sta¬ 
dium for the home opener, but festivities 
are ruined when 25,000 birds crash-land 
into the confusing glass roof 
Unbothered, owner Zygi Wilf and his 
banker friends take a seat on benches in 
the new semi-public-depending-on-the- 
day park outside the stadium. The moguls 
fail to notice the assembly of crows behind 
them, who are amassing one by one to take 
their revenge. 


5. Syrians raid supermarket 

Three Syrian refugees — a man, his wife, 
and their child — are allowed into Minne¬ 
sota. They go to a Trader Joe’s in St. Louis 
Park and, at the little boy’s request, buy 
cheese curds. They go home and watch TV. 

4. Dayton’s vanishing line in the sand 

Gov. Mark Dayton stakes an immovable 
position, announcing he absolutely refuses 


Climate change 

comes to small-town 
Minnesota when 
a mega-storm 
rises in Anstin 
and never leaves. 

to sign a tax-cut bill unless Republicans 
agree to college scholarships for low-income 
fetuses, minorities, miners, and the walleye 
population of Mille Lacs Lake. 

But the governor forgoes his demands 
when Republicans compromise by offer¬ 
ing the miners reduced-price lower back 
pillows. 

3. Itasca, but you still wouldn’t tell me 

“The Itasca Group,” a shadowy policy 
cartel of business leaders who wield weird 
influence without anyone knowing, will 



continue to act in secret. Sometime in 2016, 
Itasca will meet and decide... absolutely 
nothing you need to know about. So don’t 
you worry your pretty little head about any¬ 
thing that happens in the next 12 months. 
2. The Great Austin Tornado of 2016 
Climate change comes to small-town 
Minnesota in a big, bad way when a mega¬ 
storm rises in Austin and never leaves. A 
giant twister shreds the town, then occa¬ 
sionally reconstructs it. Science skeptics 
cite this as evidence that the climate has 
always gone through cycles. Most everyone 
else just stares in frozen horror. 

1. Super-sized Tuesday surprise 
Days before the “Super Tuesday” pri¬ 
mary vote, the Clinton Foundation pledges 
to divert money — once earmarked for 
health programs in Africa — into a Bravo- 
TV-in-every-home program in toss-up 
states. Hillary Clinton, campaigning in 
Minneapolis, calls 2016 “The Year of the 
Woman. Unless You’d Prefer a Man. I’ll 
be whatever you want.” 

The pandering fails, and Bemie Sanders, 
the cranky Jewish uncle America didn’t 
realize it needed, sweeps to victory. The 
peasants rejoice. 03 


mmuUen@citypages.com 

Follow Mike on Twitter: @mikemullerL- 
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How intimidation 
and mismanagement 
neariy destroyed a 
cherished Hmong 
charter schooi 
By Susan Du 


O n the eve of her resignation, 
Superintendent Mo Chang 
looks up from the head of a long 
table in the basement library 
of Community School of Excellence. She 
peers into a crowd of cold stares. Seated 
wall to wall, cramped between the book¬ 
shelves, are the teachers and staff that run 
her school, their faces steely, hardened 
with resentment. 

She has chosen to step down. Mo 
announces. After nine years of growing 
Community School of Excellence from 
the germ of an idea to one of St. Paul’s 
largest Hmong charter schools, “Auntie 
Mo,” she says, will be leaving for good. 


One teacher stands to speak. He offers 
no kindness to gild Mo’s announcement. 
Instead he raises the abrupt firing of third- 
grade teacher Eric Johnson the day before. 

“Even if a new classroom teacher is found 
quickly for Johnson’s class, their education 
has already been impacted, today, by his 
dismissal,” says Rob Aurand, who teaches 
English as a second language at the school. 
“His special needs students may very well 
believe that he left because they have done 
something wrong.” 

Another teacher joins him, weeping and 
recounting the staff who had left in droves 
over the years. “Is this what it is supposed 
to be like in a school setting?” she asks. 


“I feel so horrible. What about his kids?” 

The audience fiercely nods along. Deep 
in the back of the room sits Eric Johnson 
with his face flush. Mo is stony-eyed and 
silent. 

For Mo, Johnson was a constant foil, 
the one teacher who made it his personal 
mission to challenge her leadership. He was 
a union spokesman, agitator, and whistle¬ 
blower on CSE’s many public scandals 
throughout his term. 

And to many people, Johnson’s termi¬ 
nation on the day before Mo’s resignation 
reeked of last-minute revenge. 

ILLUSTRATION BY JON PROCTOR 
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II. 

THE PRIDE OF THE 
HMONG COMMUNITY 

For Twin Cities’ Hmong students, Com¬ 
munity School of Excellence was the solu¬ 
tion to a public school system that was 
not built for them. 

William Song, president of CSE’s parent- 
teacher organization, remembers his early 
days at Johnson High School in St. Paul, 
a time rife with homesickness, of embar¬ 
rassing bouts of indigestion brought on 
by unfamiliar American lunches rich in 
dairy, of having to play charades anytime 
he wanted to communicate something to 
the teacher. 

As the first generation of Hmong arrived 
here in the 1970s and 80s, they found a 
public education system with few Hmong 
translators and a limited understanding of 
its new group of students. 

So a decade ago, when Mo Chang first 
approached Song with the vision of a com¬ 
munity school where the Hmong could raise 
their children to remember the language, 
culture, and history of their people, he threw 
his full support behind her ambition. 

Song enrolled his six children at CSE. 
His 7-year-old daughter can now read folk 
tales in Hmong. His eldest sons have taken 
the annual CSE trip to Laos and Thailand 
to visit their ancestral homes. Each winter, 
his family attends CSE’s famous Hmong 
New Year celebration, a colossal one-night 



1 

s 

rvi 

hk 

w 

' m 

' m _ ^ 

a 1 


i 

I _.i 


^ — 

1 


CSE is one of St. PauPs largest 
Hmong charters with nearly 1,000 
students and a budget of $9 million. 


festival for 3,000. 

He was successfully raising a Hmong 
family in Minnesota. CSE was successful, 
too. Over the years. Mo grew CSE from 175 
students to a K-8 school of 1,000 strong. 
Each child brought about $9,000 in state 
funds, making for an annual budget of 
$9 million. In 2010, the school unveiled 
a new building at 170 Rose Avenue, illu¬ 
minated with murals of Hmong village 
life and draped with tapestries depicting 
Hmong children at play. Two years later, 
CSE received a prestigious elementary and 
middle school International Baccalaureate 
accreditation. A waiting list formed. 

As Mo left her fingerprint on the school’s 
every success, she became a recognized 
champion of education in St. Paul’s Hmong 
community. CSE’s second-floor hallway 
displayed a series of oil paintings honoring 
great Hmong leaders throughout history. 
There was General Vang Pao, who had 
commanded the Hmong Army against 
communist North Vietnam, and there 
was fabled fighter pilot Lee Lue, who’d 
flown more than 5,000 missions before 
being shot down over the skies of Laos. 

At the end of this hall ofvenerated Hmong 
heroes hung a painting of a beaming Mo 
Chang. 





°°£ LIVER 
DISEASE? 

If SO, please call us about participating in our research study of an investigational drug 

for adults with liver disease. 

No health insurance is needed, and all study-related care is provided at no charge to you. 


To participate, you must : 

Be male or female age 18 to 75 
Have liver disease 

Be available for an 3 night/4 day stay 
at our clinic, plus one follow-up visit 

Light nicotine use or light smokers are allowed. 

This study is for research purposes only and is not intended to treat your liver disease. 


Compensation up to $1,100 
may be available to qualified 
study participants. Call today 
for more information and 
to see if you might qualify. 


For more information, call today at 

, 1.855.327.7883 

iSupportResearch.com 


Clinic located in Minneapolis. Q OaVlta Clinlcal Research B @DaVitaResearch 


10 CITYPAGES.COM JANUARY 6-12, 2016 























III. 

A CULTURE OF FEAR 

Behind the velvety curtain of CSE's cel¬ 
ebrated public image, discontent brewed 
among Mo’s rank-and-file staff. 

While CSE would easily drop more than 
$20,000 on its annual New Year celebration, 
or upwards of $92,000 on an international 
trip for 30 students, some years the school 
would employ just one social worker for a 
thousand children. Students went another 
year without a single registered nurse. 

By 2015 the middle school had only a 
part-time International Baccalaureate 
curriculum coordinator. The elemen¬ 
tary school had none. Teachers say they 
were denied IB professional development 
workshops. 

Test scores were dismal. In 2011, only 
five percent of students met expectations 
in science. In 2013, reading scraped an 
all-time low of 15 percent proficiency. 
Last year, scores made a slight recovery 
to meet 23 percent proficiency in reading 
overall, 37 percent in math, and 12 percent 
in science. Still, CSE regularly performs 
well below state averages. 

Former Hmong language and culture 
teacher Mee Yang says she used to be told, 
two months before state standardized tests, 
that she needed to help students crunch 
for math and reading during Hmong class. 
Mee Yang was licensed to teach language 
arts, but not math. ‘When it comes down 


to that, what do you want me to do?” she 
says. ‘T wasn’t sure if I could be teaching 
math, quite honestly.” 

Another part of the challenge of raising 
student performance was CSE’s tremen¬ 
dous 26 percent teacher turnover rate, 
says former fourth-grade teacher Bong 
Xiong. Within the span of a year, new hires 
would fully adapt to the bilingual learning 
needs of CSE’s students. The problem was 
keeping them around. 


“People were scared to speak up,” Xiong 
says. “It was ruthless with Mo. She got 
rid of people right and left, people who 
had kids going to that school. We used to 
joke around, ‘Oh no you’ve gone and put a 
target on your back. You’re on Mo’s Most 
Wanted.’ If she wanted to get you, she’d 
find whatever way she could.” 

The teachers’ working environment 


was the students’ learning environment, 
he says, and the teachers’ working envi¬ 
ronment was one of fear. 

Office assistants Joua Lor and Mai Nhia 
Lor say Mo would not allow them to eat 
lunch together or speak to each other at 
work. They could not email to meet up 
after hours. 

When Mai Nhia Lor was hired as an 
office assistant in 2012, Mo took her aside 
before the school year even started to relay 


some foreboding advice. 

“She told me do not get into any gos¬ 
sip because she doesn’t trust anyone, but 
because I’m new, she wants to trust me,” 
Mai Nhia said. 

She resolved to keep her head down, 
never expecting that a conflict involving 
her own family would arise. 

Early in the year, a student related to 


Mai Nhia started “tabooing” — dating a 
boy with the same last name — which is 
akin to incest in Hmong tradition, even 
though the two were not actually related. 
Mai Nhia told the girl’s mother, and she 
told Mo. 

The children’s parents urged the young 
couple to break it off Others in the Hmong 
community would ostracize them if they 
persisted, parents on both sides cautioned. 
The girl accepted their advice, but the boy 
was harder to convince. Heartbroken, he 
lagged in his classes. 

Mai Nhia says Mo was concerned for the 
boy and began to call the two children down 
to her office at odd hours of the day. The 
girl later told her mother that Mo would 
serve them food and drink and have the 
two meet in secret during class. It hap¬ 
pened a handful of times, sometimes with 
Mo’s supervision and sometimes without. 

The girl became increasingly unhappy 
about the secret meetings, and eventually 
told her mother. But as furious as the girl’s 
mother was, she says she never confronted 
Mo. Mai Nhia still worked at CSE, and 
the girl’s mother says she was afraid that 
angering Mo would thwart Mai Nhia’s 
career. Instead, she transferred all her 
children to St. Paul Public Schools. 

“My kids told me they learned better at 
CSE,” she says. “They loved the activities 
at the school and they liked the teachers. 
I did too. But I had to move my kids out.” 


WAS RUTHLESS WITH MO. 
SHE GOT RID OF PEOPLE RIGHT 
AND LEFTp PEOPLE WHO HAD 
KIDS GOING TO THAT SCHOOL. 
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IV. 

THE CRUSADER 

Eric Johnson is a wiry, hawkish man with 
a face worn gaunt from years of stress. 
Like many grade school teachers, he has 
a calm, kind disposition. But when he 
chronicles his tenure at CSE, he speaks 
with the overly measured diction of some¬ 
one well-accustomed to the language of 
lawsuits. 

In 2005, he returned from a three-year 
stint teaching English in Japan in search of 
a school that valued teachers with bilingual 
education experience. He found CSE, where 
he was hired as a fourth-grade teacher. 

From the beginning, his personal relation¬ 
ship with Mo was coolly cordial. It wasn’t 
longbefore tensions began to simmer. John¬ 
son was inundated with unhappy reports 
from his fellow teachers and staff, tales of 
Mo’s intimidation tactics and controlling 
behavior. Leery of the scattered claims, 
Johnson began to canvass past and present 
CSE employees to build a more complete 
picture of what happened behind Mo’s 
closed doors. 

Several of Johnson’s coworkers pointed 
him toward an internal policy at CSE that 
prevented teachers — who are state man¬ 
dated reporters - from notifying Child 
Protection Services if they suspected their 
students were being abused at home. 

Mo wanted to be the first to know so 
that she could visit the student’s home and 
personally evaluate claims of abuse. She 
would then make the final call. 


Eric Johnson and Bong Xiong, 
former teachers and union 
organizers at CSE, beiieve they 
were fired in retaiiation for 
chaiienging Mo’s power. 


More than 90 percent of CSE’s students 
speak English as a second language. Mo says 
that she feared miscommunication could 
lead some teachers to get the wrong idea. 

“For example, it’s common in our cul¬ 
ture that when a child is sick, the parents 
rub a silver bar on their forehead, their 
arms, their feet as a treatment,” Mo says. 
“Sometimes that leaves marks that look like 
little bruises. Sometimes people see those 
marks as signs of abuse and immediately 
call Child Protection Services.” 

The result, she warned, would be inno¬ 
cent Hmongparents taken from their homes 
in handcuffs, their children confiscated 
by the state. 

Yet teachers feared Mo’s instincts left 
some children open to repeat abuse. In 
2012, a kindergartener appeared in class 
with a glossy black eye. He claimed his 
mom’s bo 3 df iend punched him in the face 
and whipped him with a guitar. 

The child’s teacher, who asked not to be 
named, wanted to call the authorities. She 
says Mo ordered her to back off 

“I knew in my heart of hearts that it was 
abuse,” the teacher said. “[Mo] said she 
wanted to find out for herself if it was a 
cultural thing instead.” 

Two months later, that student returned 
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to school with fresh bruises, she says, and 
told her his mom had finally called the 
cops. The abusive boyfriend was in jail. 

The teacher eventually resigned. She 
says she was unable to cope with the moral 
strain of working in a school where she 
was not allowed to intervene in cases of 
apparent child abuse. 

She wasn’t the only one. 

In the spring of 2013, a second-grade 
student confided in teacher Megan 
Deutschman that he was being abused at 
home. The nurse recorded injuries that 
fit the child’s story. 

Deutschman emailed Mo to say she was 
calling Child Protection Services. According 
to allegations in a lawsuit Deutschman later 
filed. Mo notified the child’s parents, called 
Deutschman down from her classroom, 
and forced her to confront them despite 
her protests. 

Mo regards the whole Deutschman situ¬ 
ation as a case of miscommunication. She 
said the parents accused of abuse reached 
out to her, not the other way around. During 
their meeting, Deutschman popped into the 
office, jumped to conclusions, and outed 
herself. It was all a big misunderstanding. 
Mo insisted. 

Nevertheless, St. Paul police say they 
have an ongoing criminal investigation 
into Community School of Excellence’s 
mandated reporting issues. 

This was only the beginning of trouble 
for Mo. 

V. 

THE TAKEDOWN 

In March of 2013, while the abuse-report¬ 
ing issue roiled. Mo led the eighth-grade 
global studies class on a trip to Thailand 
and back again. 

In a complaint later filed in court, two 
chaperones described how Mo “grossly 
mismanaged the trip, repeatedly exposing 
students to risk.” A couple of children 
were lost the very first day. After 36 hours 
of layovers that took the students from 
Minneapolis to ChiangMai, Mo marched 
the group into a mall food court for break¬ 
fast. Afterward, their convoy of buses 
headed into the hills for a lightning tour 
of a Hmong village. They pulled beside 
a roadside market by midday, where the 
students collapsed in exhaustion at the 
foot of a landmark Buddha statue. 

One chaperone noted that they hadn’t 
done a headcount since landing in Thai¬ 
land. They were short two girls. 

Mo frantically backtracked in search, 
while the chaperones regrouped at the 
hotel they’d booked for the night. There 
they found the missing girls, who had 
been left all the way back at the food court. 

The following morning, chaperones 
asked Mo to make time for headcounts. 
They wanted her to come up with a plan 
in case students were separated in crowds. 
They say she dismissed them as being 


“too Western-minded.” 

The students were set free to roam night 
markets. According to the chaperones’ 
complaint, when the group touched down 
at the Thai-Burmese border, in an area 
plastered with posters warning of sex traf¬ 
ficking, students had free rein there, too. 

Once, while the buses were rolling, a 
motion-sick girl started vomiting at her 
seat. The chaperones say they signaled 
the driver to pull over so the child would 
have a moment to breathe. When they 
phoned Mo to tell her to wait. Mo was 
furious. One van did not have the power 
to hold up the group, she yelled. The delay 
would make her late to a meeting with the 
principal of a local Thai school. 

The chaperones say they returned from 
the trip shaken by the superintendent’s 
erratic behavior. 

Johnson compiled these accounts from 
staff and teachers and mailed it all to the 
Minnesota Department of Education. 
Flooded with cries for help, MDE investi¬ 
gated the Thailand trip and found that by 
ignoring basic safety precautions. Mo had 
subjected 34 children to maltreatment. 

Yet another tip would lead the depart¬ 
ment to audit CSE’s food services pro¬ 
gram. Investigators arrived at the school 
unannounced and watched as students 
punched in breakfast codes even if they 
didn’t feel like eating. 

Paraprofessional Billie Yang remembers 
that one day after students were bused off 
to an all-day field trip where meals were 
provided. Mo specifically reminded him 
to key in their lunch codes an 3 rway. Each 
student is worth $2.50, she said. 

Investigators with the Department of 
Education found a long list of infractions, 
and fined CSE $200,000. 

In the summer of 2013, CSE’s charter 
authorizer, Concordia University, got 
involved. As the organization responsible 
for overseeing CSE, Concordia directed 
the school to hire a law firm to investigate 
a host of allegations, from failure to report 
child abuse to employee intimidation. 
Ratwik, Roszak, and Maloney in Min¬ 
neapolis reviewed emails and memos and 
interviewed about 30 staff. The resulting 
report was devastating. 

If angry parents approached Mo about 
having been roped into child abuse inves¬ 
tigations she had no idea about, she would 
direct her wrath toward the teachers who 
reported, investigators found. When she 
was made aware of abuse investigations 
in advance, she compromised criminal 
investigations by warning parents ahead 
of law enforcement. 

Investigators concluded that even 
though CSE changed its policy in 2012, 
Mo continued to insert herself, threaten¬ 
ing and discouraging staff from mandated 
reporting. 

Through intimidation and bullying. Mo 
had created a “culture of fear and distrust.” 

It was the first time anyone on the out- 
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side had acknowledged the daily reality of 
the CSE staff, and a moment of triumph 
for Johnson. But working under Mo soon 
became even more difficult. 

Beleaguered by state investigations, 
surrounded by nameless informers. Mo 
began to pull employees into her office 
to interrogate them one by one, trying to 
find out who was leaking what. 

At the peak of the investigations, which 
Johnson deems the “dark days” of CSE, 
employees were given abundant hints to 
shut up or risk termination. Those who 
spoke out were placed on “improvement 
plans” that read more like the missives of 
a totalitarian regime than the professional 
reviews of grade school teachers: 

“You will not engage in any negative 
comments or be a part of any negative 
staff conversations or meetings. Document 
how you refrain from creating a negative 
spin on issues, and align your comments 
to refiect and support the decision of the 
executive team.” 

In the midst of Mo’s crackdown on dis¬ 
sent, Johnson suggested forming a union 
for protection. 

Teachers surreptitiously pitched the 
idea throughout their own ranks before 
and after work in hurried whispers. Three 
Hmong office assistants recruited the 
Hmong-speaking kitchen and custodial 
staff, who often complained of having to 
come in on the weekends to cook for big 


events without overtime, Johnson says. 

Mo pushed back. She and her admin¬ 
istrators isolated the teachers from their 
assistants, the custodians from the cooks, to 
deliver a sequence of anti-union speeches. 

But the vote was held and the union 
was formed. And a week and a half fol¬ 
lowing the elections, three Hmong union 
organizers — Mai Nhia, Joua Lor, and Youa 
Yang — were fired for “insubordination.” 
Bong Xiong, the fourth-grade teacher, was 
terminated over winter break. 

“The administration made an example 
of these guys,” says Billie Yang. ‘When that 
happened, a lot of people felt that if they 
kept getting involved in this movement, 
they might not be returning in the fall.” 

VI. 

NOT GOING DOWN 
WITHOUT A FIGHT 

In February 2014, CSE’s authorizer, Con¬ 
cordia University, finished reviewing the 
findings of each investigation and wrote 
to the board that its decision to retain Mo 
was unacceptable. 

“It should be obvious to the CSE’s Board 
that [Mo’s] performance and misconduct 
warrants dismissal,” the letter read. “A 
change in leadership is imperative.” 

Concordia gave CSE 21 days to come 
up with a plan for removing Mo from her 
position and establishing effective leader¬ 


ship for the school. Otherwise, Concordia 
would cancel its contract with CSE. 

Mo’s supporters rallied in defense. Tou 
Ger Xiong, an educational consultant for 
CSE, disseminated a petition claiming 
that Concordia wanted to both fire Mo 
and shutter their community school. At 
parent-teacher organization meetings. Mo 
and Xiong blamed CSE’s tainted reputa¬ 
tion on white teachers who did not care 
to learn Hmong culture. 

The March 2014 board meeting was held 
in CSE’s bigg 5 mi and stacked with parents 
who were ushered in by the busloads. Mo 
pulled 300 students out of the after-school 
program to sit in the bleachers for two 
hours while parents demanded an expla¬ 
nation from Concordia representatives. 

In the midst of mounting community 
outrage, the young Hmong teachers of 
CSE felt that their voices had no place. 

“Since Mo was able to build and open 
CSE, she’s able to be seen as a leader in the 
community,” Mee Yang explains. “That’s 
why it’s been so hard for us to speak up 
against her. Because we’re raised to respect 
our elders, we’re afraid to say bad things 
about someone who is seen as a ‘Hmong 
leader.’” 

In February 2015, Johnson filed an unfair 
labor practices complaint with the National 
Labor Relations Board, which eventually 
ruled that union organizers whom Mo 
had fired for “insubordination” were in 


fact victims of retaliation. CSE had to pay 
ex-employees $40,000 in lost wages and 
was forced to repent, in three languages, 
for punishing union activity. 

In total, CSE had racked up $300,000 
in legal fees. 

Still, the board of directors did not 
dismiss Mo. 

Concordia wrote CSE in September 
2014 to sever ties with the school. It also 
elected to abandon sponsorship of the 
seven other charter schools under its care. 

Suddenly, CSE was in actual danger 
of dissolving if it failed to find another 
authorizer by June 2016. 

As the deadline loomed, Minnesota 
Guild, a new charter-authorizing body, 
showed interest. But they had received 
Concordia’s previous letters of lost confi¬ 
dence. They had seen the reports describ¬ 
ing Mo’s mismanagement and watched as 
the board wallowed in inaction. 

Brad Blue, director of Minnesota Guild, 
says he doesn’t get to make governance 
decisions for schools, but he did nudge 
the board to make a choice. 

The idea took root: In order for CSE 
to survive. Mo had to abdicate. 

Still, as far as the general Hmong com¬ 
munity was concerned. Mo was CSE, and 
CSE was Mo. William Song, PTO presi¬ 
dent, feared that a sudden ousting would 
shatter the fragile school. 

“Yes, I think Mo should step aside for 
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the sake of the school, and for the sake of 
the families, but if we were just pushing 
her out, the school would fall apart,” he 
warned. 

It’s a painful lesson in the history of the 
Hmong people. After General Vang Pao was 
exiled from Laos and the CIA retreated 
from Southeast Asia, the Hmong people 
left behind were exposed to torture and 
imprisonment at the hands of a vengeful 
communist majority. 

“When the system kicks out our leader, 
the country falls apart,” Song said. “It’s 
very hard for us to build the community 
together again. We are still hurting from 
the war. We are still feeling betrayed.” 

Meanwhile, Johnson watched with 


paid to replace it. 

For six months, CSE avoided the topic. 
It wasn’t until the end of October, the fol¬ 
lowing school year, that a supervisor again 
dredged up the incident with Johnson. 
Fixating on the family’s anger over police 
involvement, the supervisor demanded 
to know who called the cops. Johnson 
held his ground. 

The following day, he was ordered to 
pack his things. Johnson’s colleagues 
called foul. 

“E J does what he does because he cares 
about the students so, so much,” union 
president Blythe Inners says. “He goes 
outside his comfort zone because he sees 
something that needs to be done, and he 


WE’RE AFRAID TO SAY BAD 
THINGS ABOUT SOMEONE WHO 
IS SEEN AS A <HMONO LEADER.’,, 


mounting frustration as the evidence of 
Mo’s misconduct piled up in the public 
record with little actual change at CSE to 
show for it. In April 2015, he took a risk that 
would eventually lead to his termination. 

Posters appeared in the hall one day: A 
child with hearing loss could not find a 
$1,000 teacher microphone that helped 
him listen in class. 

Johnson and other teachers questioned 
their own students. One third-grade boy 
said he’d seen the hearing aid among his 
fourth-grade sister’s things at home. 

Johnson told administrators of the boy’s 
confession, hoping they would confront 
his sister. 

CSE sent a representative to the girl’s 
home to retrieve the hearing aid, but her 
family refused to return it. The student 
with hearing loss struggled through the 
rest of the school year, Johnson says. 

Looking back, he agonizes over why 
he became so involved in the case. “You 
see someone drop the ball a billion times. 
If you’re a teacher and you want to help 
kids, wouldn’t you just pick up the ball 
and go?” 

An anon 5 mious complaint was made to 
police. When the cops showed up at the 
fourth-grade girl’s home, her parents were 
outraged. They demanded to know how 
Mo could allow an issue at her school to 
bring the police to their doorstep. 

Johnson says Mo ordered him into 
private meetings to find out whether he 
was the one who called the cops. Johnson 
refused to cooperate, citing his whistle¬ 
blower rights. He would not name the 
other teachers who helped in the search. 

Though the hearing aid was never found, 
the suspected student’s family eventually 


fixes it. He doesn’t make trouble just to 
make trouble. He wanted to make this 
school a better place.” 

The day after Johnson was fired. Mo 
announced her resignation at the monthly 
board meeting. She turned over leadership 
of CSE to Bao Vang and Kazoua Kong- 
Thao of the refugee nonprofit Hmong 
American Partnership. 

Her last day, Halloween, was a lavish 
affair. Educational assistants were ordered 
down to the kitchens from their tutoring 
sessions to help wrap 2,000 eggrolls for 
a commemorative lunch in Mo’s honor. 
She distributed business cards with her 
personal phone number and email through¬ 
out the cafeteria, reminding all she would 
ever be their auntie. 

Johnson’s class got a substitute. Two 
months after his firing, CSE has not found 
another full-time third-grade teacher. 

VII. 

A HESITANT HOPE 

when Blue strolls through the halls of 
CSE now, he is just as impressed as the 
first day he laid eyes on the school, many 
months ago. Even in its “dark days,” he 
could tell the school had been founded 
on a very good idea. 

“I love what they’ve done with the 
murals, the culture, the language immer¬ 
sion, the focus on the global perspective,” 
Blue says. “Here, Hmong students come 
to a place where they can be safe, where 
they can learn. I’m all in.” 

CSE veterans are not so readily assuaged. 

“I’ve been promised change before, I’ve 
been given glimmers of hope,” says Aurand, 
the ESL instructor. “Largely they’re false. 
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so confident would definitely not be the 
word. I’m hopeful.” 

Minnesota Guild might encourage 
transparency, accountability, respect, and 
ever 5 rthing else staff have wanted for so 
long, he says, but the ultimate respon¬ 
sibility of turning things around falls to 
interim directors Bao Vang and Kazoua 
Kong-Thao. 

Bao Vang admits she doesn’t have the 
full story of all that CSE has gone through. 
But she has arranged individual meetings 
with each employee to find out how the 
chaos came to be. 

“If the culture of CSE was a culture of 
fear, this administration will turn that 
around,” Bao Vang said. “1 know a lot of 
damage has been done, and I know it will 
take a lot of time to restore faith in each 
other. I cannot control what people feel. 
What I can control are my actions.” 

Inners, CSE’s sole remaining union 
organizer, says ongoing contract nego¬ 
tiations would be an opportune time for 
the new administration to show its colors. 
She wants an objective discipline process 
and basic grievance options. 

“These are steps that the administration 
will need to show that they are following, 
and these are the steps that staff can take 
if they disagree with those decisions,” 
she says. “We have never had an 5 Thing 
like that before.” 

Meanwhile, CSE tried to deny Johnson’s 
unemployment benefits, accusing him of 
bullying the students into telling him the 
location of the hearing aid. On Christmas 
Eve, unemployment Judge Christopher 
Palkovacs decided those allegations were 
entirely unbelievable. 

“In light of the credible evidence that 
school administrators told union officials 
they needed ‘to control’ Johnson, it is far 
more likely that Johnson was discharged 
in retaliation for reporting administration 
abuses to government regulators and the 
press,” Palkovacs wrote. 

CSE’s union has filed for wrongful ter¬ 
mination on Johnson’s behalf. 

In a law office on the ninth floor of the 
IDS Tower, Johnson looks back at his time 
working under Mo’s vigilant eye. He’s lost 
15 pounds from the anxiety. 

“I think I stayed on this mission because 
I thought I was making a lot of progress,” 
he says of the four-year duel that made 
casualties of both him and Mo. 

Among Johnson’s legal papers is a file 
of letters from his students, illustrated in 
marker, composed in the loving chicken- 
scratch of children. 

One reads, “Dear Mr. EJ, thanks for 
teaching all of us good things. Most I like 
that you are teaching us is multiplication. 
You are the best teacher in CSE school. I 
want to know where are you?” 

“This is kind of the most heartbreaking 
aspect of the whole thing,” he remarks 
softly. “I would really like to go back and 
teach my kids.” 03 
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Online Ordering now available at 

XM.OHOSTiZZ^.COM 

607 WEST LAKE STREET • MPLS, MN 55408 • 612.827.1726 
JWetv! 1850 WEIR DRIVE • WOODBURY, MN 55125 • 651.735.6700 


• ••• 


Every Wednesday •8:30pm .COMEDY NIGHT 

Fri, Jan 8th-8pm.THE MANDY JONES TRIO 

sat, Jan9th-8pm .THE MILL CITY HOT CLUB 

Fri, Jan 15th •8pm.DETROIT DON KING 

sat, Jan 16th-8pm .THE FAMOUS VOLCANOES 

Fri, Jan 22nd •8pm....THE THREE MUSCATELLES 

Sat, Jan 23rd • 8pm.PUSHING CHAIN 

Fri, Jan 29th-8pm .MISSISSIPPI HOT CLUB 

Sat, Jan 30th •8pm.THE SELDOM HERD 


Dancing and Entertainment • Food License 
No Flys • Light and Dark Beer • Inside Plumbing 
Separate Washrooms for Ladies and Gents 


IXTNCH BUFFET 

Every Monday^Friday from 11:30am»%pm\ \ \ 


J 14103 Irving Avenue S * Burnsville, MN 55337 
OPEN DAILY AT 11:00AM 

ALL-YOU-CAN-EAT LOBSTER! 

Every Wednesday and Sunday! 

CRAB LEGS AVAILABLE FRIDAY & SATURDAY! 

(Dinner Only) 


LOBSTER $7.99 ANYTIME! 

*with Buffet purchase 

Near 35W & County Road 42 • 952-892-0333 • www.miyavibuffet.com 




ONCE You \^jiT 


kin. 


Tjj the beck. 


vgSYOU COME 




warehouse district, minneapolis 507 Washington ave n | 6i 2.339.6211 | www.cuzzys.com 


SAMMY’S 

= AVENUE= 

EATERY 

Best subs on Broadway 

FACEBOOK.COM/AVENUEEATERY 
noi West Broadway Avenue #1 
Minneapolis, MN 55411 | (612) 767-6278 




ETHIOPIAN RESTAURANT 


NOW WITH FULL BAR! 
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Feast for a Fiver 

19 tasty, filling ways to eat like royalty for $5 or less 


BY MECCA BOS 


S ometimes, it’s only $5 that’s 
standingbetweenyou and a full 
belly. Many restaurants cun¬ 
ningly price their least expen¬ 
sive items at $6, because hey, it’s close 
enough to $5 and it still sounds cheap, so 
$6 it will be. That makes it almost impos¬ 
sible to find much of anything under $5. 
Almost. 

Here are 19 real-deal belly fillers (not 
relegated to happy hour) for under five 
bucks. You’ll still need $6 because it’s polite 
to tip, and 20 percent of $5 is a dollar, so there 
you go. Dig deep into the couch cushions 
for that extra buck. It’s in there. 

1. Potato and Leek Soup, 

Dan Kelly’s Pub, $5 
This smooth-as-butter potato and leek soup, 
scratch made and set next to a portion of 
sturdy dark bread, is enough to produce a 
tear in the eye of a hungry man. That they 
bother to serve it in an earthenware crock 
as pretty as an art piece makes it even more 
dear. It’s a meal for the price of a snack and 
the very definition of fortifying. 

212 S. Seventh St, Minneapolis, 612-223- 
2644, dankellyspub.com 

2. Rice and Beans, 

Tinto Cocinay Cantina, $5 

If you were really thinking right, you’d take 


your fiver and make a big pot of beans and 
rice at home. But sometimes life doesn’t 
provide for that much thinking. So go to 
Tinto Cocinay Cantina, where the Carib¬ 
bean-inflected Mexican food is down-home 
and approachable as anything, regardless 
of what the stylish decor and full bar might 
suggest. 

901 W. Lake St, Minneapolis, 612-354- 
2130, tintompls.com 

3. Butter and Parm Pizza, Burch, $5 
Believe it. You can get an entire pizza pie at 
one of the most stylish pizzerias in town if 
you’re willing to forgo the animal protein 
and red sauce. Which you should, because 
this is a study in elegant minimalism, a holy 
trinity of flavors: yeast, fat, and milk. 

1922 Colfax Ave. S., Minneapolis, 612-843- 
1500, burchrestaurant.com 

4. Field Green Salad with Lemongrass 
Vinaigrette, Lake & Irving, $5 
Ordinarily we wouldn’t think of a salad as 
a meal, but the sophisticated lemongrass 
vinaigrette here makes it so. This friendly 
neighborhood bistro with agreat beer list has 
a stealthy little secret: Japanese-influenced 
menu items from tempura mushroom fries 
to togarashi fned Brussels sprouts to furikake 
chicken. Those will run you a few bucks 
more, but let this perfume-like vinaigrette 


be your gateway drug. 

1513 W. Lake St, Minneapolis, 612-354- 
2453, lakeandirving.com 

5. Tamales and Tostadas, 

Maya Cuisine, $2.50 

The juggernaut of local cheap eats, Maya 
Cuisine won our Best Mexican category 
last year for so many good reasons, not 
least of all their enormous portions and 
eye-poppingly low price tags. All-scratch 
tostadas and tamales are just $2.50, with 
about two dozen permutations to choose 
from, including barbacoa, lengua, chorizo, 
and even vegetarian. So cheap it’s almost 
charity. 

1840 Central Ave. NE, Minneapolis, 612- 
788-0244, mayacuisineusa.com 

6. Vellee Rolls, Vellee Deli, $4.50 
While we like to think of the skyway system 
as a warm and inviting extension of our 
fair cities, that ain’t exactly so. Much of it 
is a vast wasteland of fast food and junky 
convenience stores. So when beloved food 
truck Vellee Deli moved into the sk 5 rway 
last year, office drones had a heyday, snak¬ 
ing around velvet ropes in anticipation of a 
decent lunch. Five little crispy pork eggrolls 
with sweet and sour sauce are just $4.50. 
How’s that for a day brightener? 

109 S. Seventh St, Minneapolis, 612-236- 


4856, velleedeli.com 

7. Colombian Street Dog, Cafe Racer, $5 

The little four-bite Colombian street dogs 
from Cafe Racer are more get-you-through- 
your-day things than a proper lunch, but 
girding yourself for the coming couple of 
hours is sometimes all a body can hope for. 
Plus it’s a vehicle for Sriracha and cilantro 
aioli, the kind of condiments that could 
turn dregs into ambrosia. 

2929 E. 25th St, Minneapolis, 612-208- 
1695, caferacermn.com 

8. Taco Tuesdays, Unideli, $2.50 
Because it’s got the hip anti-charm of being 
situated in the middle of the best Asian 
grocery in Minneapolis, we already want 
to love Unideli. Sometimes waits are har- 
rowingly long, especially when you’re han- 
gry but they do an honorable job with lots 
of Asian soups, snacks, curries, and even 
housemade Kombucha. A best-kept secret 
is Taco Tuesdays, where Asian-style tacos 
(with the likes of kimchi, bulgogi, shredded 
pork belly, kimchi verde, and fermented 
hot sauce) go for $2.50 a pop. 

2015 E. 24th St, Minneapolis, 612-721- 
6677, unitednoodles.com 

9. Samhusas, Afro Deli, 3 for $3.99 
So popular are these savory meat-filled 
and deep-fried pockets, Afro Deli employs 
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To: 

Subject: 

New AA^iut - New Srttrees! 

Serving until midnight 7 days a week 

Sports Center for all College and Professional Sports Viewing 
Sports Ticker Tape | USB Ports | Free WI-FI | 6 Satellites (SP) 

Heated Year Round Patio | Customer Parking in Back 

Two Ffofjfjy +4ou« Doilij 4-6(jin and 9-llfjm. 

Monday Nights - $5 Pizza and $3 Captains 6-close 
Tuesday Nights - $2 Taco Tuesdays 
Wednesday Nights - Sporkel Trivia 

307 Washington Avenue N | Mpis | 612.339.5081 




AAarhaba 

Mediterranean 

Grill 


Greek • Mediterranean • American Food 


$Z 


OFF 



LUNCH OR ; 
{DINNER BUFFET j 

I Exp. 1/19/2016 I 


$ 5 ‘ 


! ! 
Lunch & Dinner Buffets ! che ^e^ ger | 
Sun-Thu: 11am-10pm I wthfriesanddrink I 
Fri-Sat: 11 am-11 pm -• 

2801 Nicollet Ave So. • Minneapolis • 612.870.7871 
marhabaniediterraneangrill.com 



For all Timberwolves 
Home Games 

with purchase 

Monday-Friday after 5pm and ^ 

r 

315 N 5th Ave MPLS, MN 55401 
Located in the Designer’s Guild Building 
TEL 612.746.5064 WWW.DARBYSMPLS.COM 

FREE PARKING IN ADJACENT RAMP 




no fewer than three full-time employees 
to specialize in folding sambusas by the 
hundred, day after day Bring a table full 
of them to your next function and see how 
people clamor to gather ’round. The green 
Somali hot sauce that accompanies them, 
“basbas,” made with cilantro, chile, garlic, 
and citrus, is just awaitingthe right branding 
to become the next ketchup. We want to 
put it on ever 3 Thing from eggs to hotdogs, 
but especially the sambusas, which come 
in beef or chicken. 

Two locations: 1939 S. Fifth St, Minne¬ 
apolis, 612-871-5555 and 5 W. Seventh Pi, St 
Paul, 612-888-2168, afrodeli.com 

10. Bowls of soup, Himalayan, $4.95 
Some places are humanitarian enough to 
offer cups of soup for under five dollars, 
but rarely do they offer bowls. It must 
be the inherent friendliness, hospitality, 
generosity, and selflessness, the basis of 
Tibetan etiquette, that makes Himalayan 
offer heapingbowls of fragrant Kwati (eight 
bean soup) and Aloo-Tama with the cap¬ 
tivating allure of pickled bamboo shoots, 
for just $4.95. Plus, you can even have it 
your way by choosing your spiciness level. 

2910 E. Lake St, Minneapolis, 612-322- 
0880, himalayanmomo.com 

11. Slice, Hello Pizza, $4.50 and under 
New Yorkers consider one- and two-dollar 
slices their birthright. Big floppy slices, 
cheap, hot, and good are the perfect on- 
the-go comestible. While we’re kinda 
big city, yet kinda not, we don’t do slice 
joints all that well. But Hello Pizza does, 
tucked coquettishly into that neighbor¬ 
hood intersection between Minneapolis’ 
Linden Hills and Edina. So the next time 
you’re hustling from one zip code to the 
next, grab the most authentic East Coast 
slice we’ve found around here. 

3904 SunnysideRd., Edina, 952-303-4514, 
hellopizza.com 

12. Phyllo Pies, Shish, 3 for $3.95 

Call them what you want — spanakopita, 
phyllo pie, spinach pie — these buttery and 


flaky pastries are Ailing enough for a simple 
meal and decadent enough to be a treat. 
Why not make it both? Shish offers them 
filled with cheese or spinach, or else have 
two of each for $4.95. 

1668 Grand Ave., St Paul, 651-690-2212, 
shishongrand.com 

13. The entire appetizer and banh mi 
list, I Heart Pho, $5 and under 

If you are a Minnesotan unfamiliar with 
the life-giving properties of always cheap, 
always delicious Vietnamese cooking, then 
we mourn for you. But you’re not unfamil¬ 
iar, we just know it. You’re savvy! Savvy 
enough to know that St Paul’s Payne-Phalen 
neighborhood now has a standup Pho joint 
—barebones and simple, yes, with da 5 Time 
hours only. But they advertise thatthey don’t 
use MSG (which is important, depending on 
how you feel about MSG, and some people 
feel very passionately indeed). Eggrolls, 
spring rolls, wings, and the entire banh mi 
list all fall under $5. 

850Maryland Ave.,St.Paul, 651-600-3724 

14. Fries with Ketchup, Saint Dinette, $5 
We’ve got a soft spot for these because 
they’re crinkle cut, the way we had them 
as a kid, poured onto a baking sheet from an 
Ore-Idabag. They serve them with Heinz 
ketchup, the only straight-faced way to do 
things, and present them regally in a little 
silver pot. 

261 E. Fifth St, St Paul, 651-800-1415, 
saintdinette.com 

15. Chachu, Ramen Kazama, $4.50 

Part of the frenzy around Ramen Kazama 
is the perfect harmony of quality food in a 
fast-casual setting. Exquisite, soulful cook¬ 
ing rings in under $15; it’s quick, but always 
made with care. Bring about $12 for the 
ramen (these bowls are worth every dime) 
but for less than $5 you can have a small 
bowl of chachu pork (sugar, sake, and dark 
soy sauce braised pork) served over rice 
with pickled ginger and a boiled egg. It’s 
a very special dish, and quite nourishing. 
For the price, it’s crazy. 
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THE BEST BURGERS IN 
SOUTH MINNEAPOLIS 



Sunday - Thursday 11am - 9pm 
Friday and Saturday 11am - 10pm 
Kids eat FREE all day on Sunday 

6042 Nicollet Ave South, AApIs, AAN 
ThePattyWagonMN.com | 612-861-5500 


1/2 PRICE 
BURGER 

with purchase of any burger 
of equal or lesser value. 

JlJyir CP-Jan2016 

6042 Nicollet Ave South, Mpis, MN 55419 

Expires 1/31/16. Not valid with other offers. Dine in only 



SPORTS CAPS 


Monday - Friday 
Happy Hour 


3:00pmto6:00PM 
10:00pm to 12:00ain 
2-4-1's on most everything 


Monday 


60 (t wings from 3pm to 12am. 


Tuesday 


1/2 price burgers from 5pm to 10pm. 


Wednesday and Sunday 


Pizza & a pitcher from 6pm to 10pm. 


Saturday 


Kids eat free from 11am to 9pm. 
Karaoke on Tuesday and Saturday 

Open Every Day 11:00am - 2:00am 

6050 Nicollet Avenue South, Minneapolis 
612-861-5600 I www.tailgate 5 port 5 cafe.com 
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3400 Nicollet Ave. S., Minneapolis, 612- 
353-6160, ramenkazama.com 

16. Beef Tacos, Iron Door Pub, $5 
There are tacos and then there are tacos. 
There are little corn tortillas filled with 
barbacoa and al pastor and tinga and other 
things to ply with onions and cilantro and 
salsas and we love them. But there’s another 
kind of taco — the gringo taco that comes 
one way only: with beef and a crunchy shell 
and cheese and lettuce. It’s aneanderthal- 
esque, delicious way to put down a base 
for beer, booze, and perhaps more booze 
and more beer. 

3001 LyndaleAve. S., Minneapolis, 612- 
200-9967, theirondoorpub.com 

17. The Value Menu at Breaking Bread, 
$5 and under 

While dining out is often fancier than what 
you can slap together at home, it needn’t be. 
And sometimes you just don’t want it to be. 
You want to outsource it, yeah, but you also 
want to recognize it. Enter Breaking Bread, 
which is in the business of feeding people 
who are hungry Only got a few bucks? Only 
got a couple? They got you. Grilled cheese, 
soups, tuna melts, cornbread, and salads all 
fall in the $2 to $5 sweet spot. 

1210 W. Broadway Ave., Minneapolis, 612- 
529-9346, breakingbreadfoods.com 

18. A loaf of Injera Bread, Shega Foods, 
under $5 

Unless you’re a family of five, it’s all but 
impossible to eat aloaf of injera in aweek. It’s 
delicious, intensely nutritious (it’s calcium, 
fiber, and iron-rich, fermented, and even 
gluten-free), and its gut-expanding qualities 
are the stuff of legend. If you can, spend 
a few bucks more on the knee-buckling 
beef tibs or m 5 n:*iad other stews and slaws 
available at this bright and friendly grab- 
and-go market. 

2111E. Franklin Ave., Minneapolis, 612- 
341-4373 

19. Hush Puppies, Butter Beans, Black 
Eyed Peas, Hoppin’ John, and other side 
dishes. Revival, $4.50 and under 

We’ve often said that side dishes do not a 
meal make, but soul food is exempt from 
that dictum. This cuisine is all about using 
what you’ve got, the whole of it designed to 
be cheap and filling. And wouldn’tyou know 
it? It’s turned out to be one of the world’s 
most beloved food traditions. What you’re 
tasting is ingenuity Revival is a place for 
all the people, all the time — just watch for 
the crush of bodies in the vestibule night 
after night. While it’s not cheap, it is a value 
place, which is of course what’s so appealing 
about it. You won’t get their already classic 
fried chicken for $5 (though a two-piece is 
just $8!) but the place is a veritable heaven 
for vegetarians on a budget. 

4257 Nicollet Ave. S., Minneapolis, 612- 
345-4516, revivalmpls.com 03 


OPEN 

ALL 

HOLIDAYS! 



Happy Hour 


All Day, Every Day 

Industry Special: 8-4-ls Every Day 


17 East 86th St. • Minneapolis, MN 55404 
(618) 878-0578 • www.littletjs.com 
• OPEN 365 I NOON-BAR CLOSE • 
FOOD <TIL 1:30AM 


CHEAP 

EATS 


citypages.com/restaurants 


Specializing in iocal crajt, 
beer, cider, and spirits. 
Something new every week! 

Affordable wines from 

THE FAMILIAR TO THE ESOTERIC. 

Smart, friendly Staff! 

Tuesdays - Beer Tastings 4-7Pm 
Fridays - Wine Tastings 4-7pm 


n 






2315 I8TH Ave NE • MPLS, MN 55418 

On THE CORNER OF 18TH& Stinson. Right BEHIND 
THE Quarryshopping CENTER. (Targets Cub) 

m WWW.STINSONWBS.COM >612.789.0678 | 





Premium grass-fed beef and sustainably 
sourced sushi. Food that tastes as good 
as it makes you feel. And a casual, yet 
upscale dining experience. 

It’s rare. But you can find it here. 



615 2nd Ave S., Minneapolis 

612.752.9595 

rarempls.com 

M-F-7a-2p|3p-10p 
Sa, Su - 7a-1p | 4p-10p 




BEiT.°«'.T^ CITIES "i'i'lf tKfc BftSt LotTlb 

-J^WINNCK town! 




Featured on our 
buffet, daily! 


DELI 

GREEK - MEDITERRANIAN - AMERICAN 


Sun-Thur 9am-10pm • Fri-Sat 9am-11pm 


BUYTWO GYRO 
SANDWICHES 

Get Orte FRSS! 

Valid Mon-Thu only. Good only at Columbia Heights location. 
Expires 1/12/2016. Not valid on holidays. 


[BUYONE BUFFET 

Get One FRSS 
Lunck Of Dinner 


4755 Central Avenue • Columbia Heights 


Valid Mon-Thu Only. Good only at Columbia Heights location. 
Expires 1/12/2016. Not valid on holidays. 
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Voted 2015 "Best of The Twin Cities” Readers' Choice for Best Rock Ciub, Best Dance Ciub, Best Concert Venue, and Best Aii Ages Venue 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 8 SATURDAY, JANUARY 9 FRIDAY, JANUARY 15 SATURDAY, JANUARY 16 SUNDAY, J ANUAR Y 17 

FIRST AVENUE'S 
BEST NEW BANDS 
OF 2015 

J-EATUEINC 

AERO FLYNN 
BABY SHEL 
BRUISE VIOLET 
ERIC MAYSON 
LEXII ALIJAI 
MURDER SHOES 
PERFUME MONSTER 


IP# 

IA'kIE NiTE 3 

WITH 

DJ BACH 
DJ GREENERY 
A (CLOUD) 

i10/S12/9PM/ie + 


WRESTLEPALOQZA 
Vi I 

WFTM 1PCCI J.U CUW^TK 

MASKED INTRUDER 
aUEENIE VDN CURVES 
SWEETPEA 
DJ SNU66LES 
$20/7PM/lB+ 


LIKE, TOTALLY 
RAD 

FEATURING 

MV PARENTS BASSMENl 
sTUANTUP CREW 
i5/$S/9PM/18+ 


ftW 

A TRIBUTE TD THE LIFE 
AND MUSIC OF 

JANIS JOPLIN 

WITH OPENING ACT FRQGLEG 
tl3/S1S/7PM/18+ 


FRIDAY, JANUARY 22 


SATURDAY, JANUARY 23 


TUESDAY, JANUARY 26 


FRIDAY, JANUARY 29 


SATURDAY, JANUARY 30 


Pfiff AND ^ CNAHt PHESEHT^^ \ 
. SEAN ANONYMOUS tOTN ANNVAC ' 
. .emTHOAYSMOW FEArvntN<f 

SEAN ANONYMOUS 
& DJ NAME 
SiMS 

GREG GREASE 
CRUNCHY KIDS 

SOPHIA IS (DJ SET) 

LIVE ART BV CHUCK U 
S10/S12/8PM/18* 


es J THE CUftaEMT PftEiENTS 

THE CURRENP5 
ANNIVERSARY PARTY 

FEATURING 

LOW 

JOHN MARK NELSON 
MIXED BLOOD MAJORITY 
BAD BAD HATS 
BONES & BEEKER 
S20/7PW/1S+ 


B3 J THE CU/tSENT PBESENTS 

THE CURRENTS 
ANNIVERSARY PARTY 

FEATURING 

TOMMY STINSON 
GRAMMA'S BOYFRIEND 
THE CACTUS BLOSSOMS 
GOSPEL MACHINE 
BRUISE VIOLET 
t20/7PM/ia+ 


BABfSiN 

TOYLAND 


RYAN 

BINGHAM 

S3S/7PM/ia+ 


KITTEN FOREVER 
AGEIST 
tZ,5/7PM/1a+ 


THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 4 


FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 5 


SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 6 


THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 11 


SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 13 


7 BfG HEAD 
TODD & THE 
MONSTERS 

MIKE DOUGHTY 
f32.50/$3 5/7PM/ia+ 


GODSPEED 
YOU! BLACK 
EMPEROR 


^ 8S J THECUftfiENTPtiCSENTS 


tlZZO 
FEATURING 
DJ SOPHIA ERIS 

S20/aPH/lS* 


GUSTER 

VETIVER 

ssi/7PW/ie* 


DEVOTCHKA 


XTLOURIS WHITE 
535/7:30 PM/lfl+ 


FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 26 & 
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 27 


SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 20 WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 24 THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 25 


SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 28 


ANIMAL 

COLLECTIVE 

RATKrNG 

SZ5/7PM/ia+ 


CHERUB 

GIBBZ 
MJKF FLOSS 
S17/S20/8PM/1&* 


fl YPSY OAffA VAN TOU^ 

WOLFMOTHER 

DEAP VALLV 
120/7: JOPM/ia* 


PiffSTAVEmEAND 
tSi^EENROOH HAOAZiNE P^SENT 
fSLAH TOUPPAftTl 

KEVIN GATES 

S2S/8PM/1S* 


ST. LUCIA 

GRACE MITCHELL 
S20/7;30PM/ie* 


MONDAY, FEBRUARY 29 


WEDNESDAY, MARCH 9 


THURSDAY, MARCH 10 


SATURDAY, MARCH 12 


FiPST AVENUE AND 
THE CEDAP PaStENr 


SS.S THE CUAPENT PRESENTS 


W.J CURRENT PRESENTS 

- THE PINES 

ABOVE THE PBAIBfE RELEASE 
WITH PHIL COOK 
AND SPECIAL GUESTS 
na/sPM/is* 


T PRESENTS 

NIGHTWISH 

SOM AT A ARCTIC A 
DELAIN 

537.BO/54D DOS/SPH/ALL AGES 


LAKE STREET 
DIVE 


DAUGHTER 

$iE/aPM/ia* 


THE SUFFERS 
iaS/7PH/18+ 


320/7:30PH/1B 


FOR SPECIFIC INFORMATION ON PERFORMERS AND COMPLETE SHOW LISTINGS VISIT WWW.FIRST-AVENUE.COM | 2016 CALENDAR 

BUY TICKETS AT FIRST AVENUE (OPEN DURING SHOWS), THE DEPOT TAVERN (OPEN 11AM-2AM DAILY), AND THE TURF CLUB (OPEN 5PM-1AM TUES - SUN) 
ORDER TICKETS ONLINE AT WWW.FIRST-AVENUE.COM AND WWW.ETIX.COM OR BY CALLING 1-800-514-3849 
TICKETS ALSO AVAILABLE AT LOCAL TICKET OUTLETS: 

MINNEAPOLIS: Electric Fetus, Treehouse Records, Roadrunner Records, Fifth Element, Infinite Vapor 

BLOOMINGTON: Discland | CRYSTAL, MAPLE GROVE, GOLDEN VALLEY: Down In The Valley | ST. PAUL: Turf Club, Eclipse Records 
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UPCOMING SHOWS AT OTHER VENUES 


ALSO COMING TO THE MAINROOM 

4/03 MUTEMATH m 
4/09 GALACTIC m/BOMBINO 18+ 

4/10 ANI DIFRANCO >v/CHASTITY BROWN presented by The Cedar 18+ 

4/19 ANDREW BIRD 

4/24 Savage Imperial Death March Tour featuring 

NAPALM DEATH, MELVINS, MELT BANANA ;8^ 

4/27 COURTNEY BARNETT - SECOND SHOW ADDED la* 


7TH ST ENTRY 

1/06 MARY BUE and LAURA NICHOLSON »./STACY K la^ 

1/07 THE SOCIAL ANIMALS ^/SAVANNAH SMITH ia* 

1/08 THE CRASH BANDITS LIGHTEN UP CASSETTE RELEASE 
PARTY h/CHARLIE SIREN, GLOW MECHANICS, AND MORE la■^ 

1/09 FURY THINGS, THE SOCIAL DISASTER (ALBUM 
RELEASE), PHANTOM TAILS la* 

1/11 SHOW ME THE BODY »/ BLOOD COOKIE la* 

1/14 THE MISSING LETTERS and KICK HOLY WHITE HOUNDS, 
BENJAMIN RAYE la■^ 

1/15 TEENAGE MOODS RELEASE SHOW BRILLIANT BEAST, 
CONSTANT INSULT, DAISY CHAINS ^a■^ 

1/16 DUSTIN THOMAS 78^ 

1/17 BOOFSQUAD & FRANKIE BASH h/EU THE PROPHET AND MORE/s* 
1/20 MIC Q.A & SIEED BROWN “A FAMILY FUNCTION” 18* 

1/21 NAZEEM X SPENCER JOLES and GUANTE ANDRE 
MARIETTE, DIS-PLAY, PSEUDOUBT, MIKE THE MARTYR la* 

y22 CITY OF SOUND VINYL RELEASE PARTY w/ HOT DATE, 

PORNO WOLVES, MANIC PLANET la* 

1/23 LOWER DENS 78^ 

1/26 THE KNOCKS “ROUTE 55 TOUR” >v/CARDIKNOX la* 

1/27 UMAMI and BAYONNE BEASTHEAD 18* 

1/28 THE AMERICAN DEFORMITY TOUR PART II n. INVIDIOSUS, 
DEFEATED SANITY, INIQUITOUS SAVAGERY, INIQUITOUS DEEDS, 
FACE OF OBLIVION la* 

1/29 MODERN RADIO SWEET SIXTEEN n. SICBAY, STNNNG, 
FURY THINGS, B.O.Y.F. 78^ 

1/30 DAVE RAVE AND THE GOVERNORS, 

RICH MATTSON AND THE NORTHSTARS, LOLO’S GHOST 78* 
2/01 GRIZFOLK w/ MAX FROST 18* 

2/05 MEAT WAVE 78* 

2/06 WET 18+ 

2/07 MARTIN COURTNEY 78* 

2/08 BORA YORK and MASS GOTHIC »/ MAZED la* 

2/12 ACT OF DEFIANCE 78* 

2/13 ANDREW RIPP 78* 

2/14 DIANE COFFEE 78* 

2/17 ANDY FRASCO & THE U.N. 78* 

2/18 COMMUNION: TWIN CITIES n. ALLAN RAYMAN, LOLO, 
WHISKEY SHIVERS, MOONRISE NATION ia* 

2/21 CAVANAUGH (OPEN MIKE EAGLE & SERENGETI) 78* 
2/27 AUDIO SOCIAL DISSENT 2016 n. WOLF EYES, 

TIMMY’S ORGANISM, VIDEO la* 

3/01 JULIA HOLTER 78* 

3/02 ELLIOTT BROOD 78* 

3/10 BLANCK MASS 78* 

3/11 RADIATION CITY »/ DEEP SEA DIVER 78* 

3/12 PROTOMARTYR 78* 

3/16 HUNTER VALENTINE la* 

3/18 KORDA 3 SHOWCASE ft JIM RUIZ SET, THE OCEAN BLUE, 
THE INNOCENCE MISSION, DEEP POOL, THE STARFOLK la* 
3/19 MOUNT MORIAH ELEPHANT MICAH 78* 


For show announcements, updates, set times, giveaways, and more: 







AN EVENING L^iTH 


iH' r,''. 


l) 



FRIDAY, JANUARY 15 
HARI KONDABOLU 

at the WOMAN’S CLUB 
$15/$18/7PM/ALL AGES 


MONDAY, JANUARY 18 

89.5 The Current presents 

BULLY 

m/fake limbs 

at the FINE LINE 
$15/7PM/18+ 


WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 27 

City Pages presents 

JOSH RITTER & THE ROYAL 
CITY BAND 

m/ELEPHANT REVIVAL 
at the PANTAGES THEATRE 
$35-$45/7PM/ALL AGES 


SATURDAY, JANUARY 30 
TOR MILLER 

at BRYANT LAKE BOWL 
$12/9:30PM/18+ 


FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 5 

89.5 The Current and KUMD present 

HIPPO CAMPUS 

at CLYDE IRON WORKS (DULUTH) 
$12/6:30PM/ALL AGES 


SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 6 
CASPIAN 

m/O’BROTHER 
at the TRIPLE ROCK 
$15/8PM/18+ 


MONDAY, FEBRUARY 22 

First Avenue, JAM, Northrop, 
and 89.5 The Current present 

JASON ISBELL 

m/SHOVELS & ROPE 
at NORTHROP 
$40/6:30PM/ALL AGES 


SATURDAY, MARCH 12 

First Avenue and 89.5 The Current present 
An Evening With 

CLOUD CULT 

at the STATE THEATRE 
$30-$35/7PM/ALL AGES 


THURSDAY, MARCH 17 

Set in stone Tour 

STICK FIGURE 

m/FORTUNATE YOUTH, RAGING FYAH 

at the TRIPLE ROCK 

$15/7PM/18+ 


SATURDAY, MARCH 19 

An Evening with 

GREG DULLI 

w/special guest DERRICK BROWN 
at the CEDAR 
$30/7PM/ALL AGES 


WEDNESDAY, MARCH 30 

89.5 The Current presents 

THAO & THE GET DOWN 
STAY DOWN 

m/SAINTSENECA 
at the FINE LINE 

$20/$40 RESERVED BALCONY/7-30PM/I8+ 


(SFIRSTAVENUE D /FIRSTAVENUE 0 (g)F 


IRSTAVENUE 


4/07 RARARIOT at the Triple Rock 

4/24 JEN KIRKMAN “I KNOW WHAT I’M DOING AND OTHER LIES.....” at the Cedar 
5/07 LITTLE GREEN CARS at the Cedar 
5/13 NADA SURF at the Fine Line 
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University of Minnesota 
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- VOTEDJE5I ROCK CLUB BY CITY PACES IN 201S- 


1107 BLOO DN STU FF, TYTE J EFF, WHAT TV RANTS, PANTHER RAY TPn 

1100 AL CHURCH wr tihv the thoee thes poobiehoj [oi sets qt jereihv viviskeb. 

HIKE lEWIS AND HANTT OOSHhTiSOB'fl 

iros THE ANtttfAi blowout withe ouhdshake. aisTHOAvsu its. bippeb»ph 
mo OUTLAW BRUNCH wi THE FEDERALES ioah - sph ;no oovERMti AOESf 
mo CHARLIE PARR evedv sundav ik januahv wi ahanoa staneulone tpn 
m3 VENOn INC, wi necrdphacia TiSOph 
mi ICRMAINE FOWLER -sivE EM neli T0UB“ tpm 
m s SAM CASSIDV VIDEO RELEASE wl actual wolf, rohahtica oph 
me FI LTHY AN IMALS, PANTHER RAY, CLE H E NTIN E sph 
m? lAn BRUNCH wl UnES BUCKLEY TRIO FT. iahes buCkiey 

BRTAN NICHOLS. JT BATES IDAH -SPHINO COVEPlALL ACESj 
m? CHARLIE PAR R EVEKT SUNDAV IK JAMUJUIT WI HATT ARTHU R AHD TH E BnATtANOEHS 7PH 

1122 SOLID GOLD wl s uzie. umam i sph 

1123 20 DIXIAR LOVE 201« ANNIVERSARY SPEClAUwfDUMPSiER juke AND MORE 2J0PT1 
IJ2A CHARLIE PARR EVERT SUHDAV IN: JAMUARY WI SURE RIOR SiR E N TPM 

II3T HEY MARSEILLES TiHi 

NEW SOUND UNDERGROUND amoTHE HEARD bph 

1130 MODERN RADIO SWEET SIXTEEN ft. VAMPIRE HANDS, HOLLOW BOVS, 
THE CHAMBERMAIOS, OAKS ePM 

1111 OUTLAW BRUNCH wj THE FEDERALES ioah 

1131 CHARLIE PAR R every sukdat i n jamuarv wl wi ld hands tph 

2IM THE GILDED PALACE SINNERS-THE MUSIC OF CRAM PARSONS T:30Pn 
2/OS MALLMAN m the helismatics. catsu. lunch duchess spn 


SIHVING MUNCH SATURBir&SUNIUY 10UA-MM 

Vn ON Flii IWMI IT TIVCLM.NiT 


euv TICIlEIS AT IHI FUITF CiVB Fin^l mmL THf OEDQT 1AU{RN. SEIECT Tll^SI AVEfi.(TF 
lICNEl aUlLETS. ONLINE AT WWW ETIX CQH DR WWW lUPFCtUfl NET AND BY CALLINt 
FAR SPECIFIC IKFORMAIIDH AN PtCFAPHEI^^ ViSiT WWW.TOfirCLlfg NEI DR WWW.FlPSr-AVCHUE.CAM 





DEVOTCHM 


SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 13, 2016 
FIRST AVENUE MAINROOM 


$25.00/7:30PM/18+ 


B4JV TICKCT& AT FiRSiT AVEhlUR, THE DCPOT TAVERhl, 
THE TURF CLUB. AND ALL FIRST AVEWE IKKET^SUTIETS 
, Off PER 11CR ET5 &Y c ALLIHO 1 -epq-S H ■3g4B 
WWW.FIRST-AVEHUE.COH - W WW.ETIX,COH 


CIGARETTE i 
SMOKERS WANTEE 

FOR A STUDY ASSESSING THE SHORT-TERM EFFECTS 
OF A MEDICATION THAT MAY HELP INDIVIDUALS 
QUIT SMOKING. THIS IS NOT A TREATMENT STUDY. 
THIS STUDY REQUIRES A 6 WEEK TIME COMMITMENT 
AND 19 VISITS. SUBJECTS WILL BE PAID UP TO $590. i 


If interested, please call 612-624-9407 


Tobacco Study U of MN 




TheConplete ,, 
Works of Willmh a 

SHdKESPEdRE 


(ABRIOGEO) 


LAKESHOBE 

PLAYERS 

r H £ A T K £ 


LakeshorePlayers.org * (651)429-5674 
4820 Stewart Ave. White Bear Lake, MN 55110 


FLASHLIGHT VINYL 


NOW OPEN 
15TH AND CENTRAL 


TURNTABLE MUSIC 
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FRIDAY SATURDAY MONDAY 

MINNEAPOLIS TATTOO CELEBRATE WINTER AT NEW WORKS BY 

ARTS CONVENTION INKS UP FORT SNELLING STATE PARK JODY WILLIAMS 





Radical Recess brings pop-up 
dance performances to your 
downtown lunch break 


WED/l/6 

COMEDY 

Jackie Kashian 

Acme Comedy Co. 

who better to ask about the new Star Wars 
film than Jackie Kashian, the host of The 
Dork Forest podcast? ‘T liked it,” she says. 
‘T was talking to a friend of mine and I said, 
Tm trying to figure out if I liked it as much, 
less, or more than Mad Max: Fury Road.’” 
Her friend had a simple response. ‘'He said. 
Why do you have to pit them against each 
other? Just like them both.’” Kashian also 
has an interesting take on why people seem 
to overlook the fact that a lot of women like 
the Star Wars franchise. “This particular 
movie — as did Mad Max: Fury Road —had 
a strong dude, but there were some strong 
women characters too which, traditionally. 


has not been happening.” Kashian is also a 
fan of the Harry Potter series, and the one- 
hour special she shot here last January takes 
its name from the fantasy novels: This Will 
Make an Excellent Horcrux. Kashian also 
had one of 2015’s strongest sets on Conan 
O’Brien’s show. 18+. $15-$18.8 pm Wednesday 
through Saturday; 10:30 p.m. Friday and 
Saturday. 708 N. First St., Minneapolis; 
612-338-6393. Through Saturday 
-P.F. WILSON 

COMEDY 

Erik Griffin 

Rick Bronson's House of Comedy 

You may recognize Erik Griffin from his 
role as Montez Walker on Comedy Central’s 
Workaholics. He’s also done a few episodes 
of the Patrick Stewart sitcom Blunt Talk 
on Starz, and is awaiting word on the fate 
of a pilot he shot for Showtime. “I’m on all 
the cool shows,” he laughs. Through the 
winter he’s doing standup, which may lead 


to a follow-up to his last CD, Technical Foul: 
Volume One. “That was really just a funny 
name,” he explains. “I’ve always wanted 
to be a singer, and singers have volumes. 
The next one will be called 'Something: 
Volume Two, but it won’t be Technical Foul.” 
While stor 3 ^ellingcomedy is becomingmore 
popular, Griffin is tr 3 dngto concentrate on 
the funny. “My opinion of short stor 5 l;elling 
is that it’s just a way of saying, ‘I don’t want 
the pressure of being funny’” he states. “It’s 
a funny person telling a story that may or 
may not be funny. It’s just an alternative to 
standup comedy. I use the comedy and acting 
skills just to enhance the story. Ultimately, 
it becomes standup when I’m doing it, and 
I do enjoy that.” I8+; 21+ later shows. $13- 
$22.7:30 p.m. Wednesday through Friday; 
9:45 p.m. Friday; 9:30 p.m. Saturday; 7 p.m. 
Saturday and Sunday. 408 E. Broadway, Mall 
of America, Bloomington; 952-858-8558. 
Through Sunday -P.F. WILSON 


THU/l/y 

THEATER 

Out There 2016 : 
RoosevElvis 

Walker Art Center 

If you could swap personae, would you 
rather be the 26th President of the United 
States or the King of Rock ’n’ Roll? It’s a 
question the TEAM asks in RoosevElvis, 
comingto the Walker for a three-night stand 
starting this Thursday. Starring Libby King 
and Kristen Sieh, this critically acclaimed 
show takes the audience on a psychedelic 
journey from the Badlands to Graceland, 
examining along the way the particulars 
of masculinity and identity through two 
notorious American icons. The story follows 
Ann (King), a painfully shy lesbian meat 
» CONTINUED ON PAGE 26 
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ORDWAY.ORG • 651.224.4222 


Part of the World Music and Dance Series Sponsored by 



THE ACA-PERPE^CT CO 


Jan 31 


From the creative mind of 
Deke Sharon, vocai producer 
for Pitch Perfect and NBC's 
The Sing-Off 


ORCHESTRA 

HALL 


612.371.5656 / minnesotaorchestra.org / Orchestra Hall 


Media Partner: 


: StarTribune 



Continued From Thursday 

» FROM PAGE 25 


packer who channels the spirit of Elvis 
Presley. With the King’s encouragement, 
Ann befriends Brenda (Sieh), a taxidermist 
divorcee and Roosevelt admirer. When 
the couple’s courtship takes a wrong turn, 
Ann heads toward Graceland with the two 
iconic alter-egos wrestling over who she 
will become. This intimate tale encourages 
audiences to define themselves and embrace 
their truths. Special events will also take 
place as part of the month-long Out There 
2016 festival, such as a post-show reception 
(Thursday), aQ&Awiththe artists (Friday), 
and workshop (Saturday). $25; $20 Thursday. 
8 p.m. Thursday through Saturday. 1750 
Hennepin Ave., Minneapolis; 612-375-7600. 
Through Saturday -ERICA RIVERA 

THEATER 

Hard Wired 

Bryant-Lake Bowl Theater 

why waste time on unpredictable encounters 
at a bar when one can scroll through online 
personality profiles from the safety of home? 
Such are the thoughts of Jesse and Noel, the 
two estranged characters at the center of 
Fearless Comedy Productions’ latest work. 
Hard Wired. Mutually disillusioned by their 
recent breakup, and goaded on by their 
roommates, the two ex-lovers are faced 
with the prospect of dating in the digital 
age. As the ex-couple awkwardly wades 
into an ultra-connected dating pool where 
interest is gauged via status updates and 
flirtatious overtures are delivered through 
abbreviated texts, they find that making a 
love connection hasn’t been simplified by 
technology. In fact, the ambiguous messages 
and misread intentions might just be making 
the whole process more complicated. Written 
by Susanne Becker and Bob Alberti as a 
one-act farce. Hard Wired suggests that the 
alleged advantages of prescreened romance 
hold no sway over the inexplicable laws 


of attraction. $12/$15 at the door. 7 p.m. 
Thursdays; 10 p.m. Saturdays. 810 W. Lake 
St, Minneapolis; 612-825-8949. Through 
January 16 -BRAD RICH ASON 



FRI/l/8 


FESTIVAL 

Minneapolis Tattoo 
Arts Convention 

Hyatt Regency Minneapolis 

Once they were an unmistakable signifier 
of a person living outside the boundaries of 
respectable society. In recent times, however, 
tattoos have become so thoroughly integrated 
into mainstream culture that inked skin is 
just as likely to be found on a college honors 
student as amotorcycle-ridingvagabond. This 
widespread acceptance should be reflected 
in a diverse crowd at the seventh annual 
Minneapolis Tattoo Arts Convention. Over 
the course of three days, the convention 
will showcase strikingly original work from 
some of the most distinctive tattoo artists in 
the country, highlighting intricate, artistic 
designs. Unlike most art forms, however, 
patrons can walk away with a one-of-a-kind 
work rendered on their own skin. Attendees 
can enter those tattoos in a series of contests, 
including a category acknowledging work 
conceived and completed onsite over a single 
day. Even those with unmarked skin will 
likely be fascinated by the carnival-like 
assortment of entertainment, including such 
brazenly idiosyncratic options as extreme 
piercing showcases, human suspension 
demonstrations, performances from rubber- 
limbed contortionists, and other examples of 
physical malleability. Those more interested in 
improving their own tattoo trade can sign up 
for aseminar on equipment maintenance and 
honingtechnique. Consideringthe ubiquity 
of tattoos, as evidenced by the expanding 
popularity of this event, the demand for artists 
doesn’t look to be dropping anytime soon. 
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DARIN KAMNETZ 



For more info, visitvillainarts.com. $20; $40 
festival pass. 2 to midnight Friday; 11 a.m. to 
midnight Saturday; 11 a.m. to 8 p.m. Sunday. 
1300 Nicollet Mall, Minneapolis; 612-370- 
1234. Through Sunday -BRAD RICHASON 

DANCE 

Radical Recess 

City Center Atrium 

shake the January blahs as three 
choreographers fill the City Center Atrium 
with dance that dares. This lunch-hour event 
is the second in the Radical Recess series, 
sponsored by the Hennepin Theatre Trust 
and curated by April Sellers and Laurie Van 
Wieren. Sellers’ “ATM Advanced Transfer 
of Movement” takes place around an ATM 
machine, and anticipates what emotional 
monologues might be going on in the heads 
of customers seeking cash. Simultaneously, 
Taj a Will’s ensemble performs “Gospels of 
Oblivion,” summoning a future time where 
extinction is imminent, and Dustin Maxwell 
presents abutoh-based solo. Radical Recess 
is a chance to get up close and personal 
with some of our hottest local dance artists, 
and audiences can choose to either stick 
around or just pass through. Free. 12:30 p.m. 
Mayo Clinic Square, 600 Hennepin Ave., 
Minneapolis; 612-313-0520. Also February 
5 at the IDS Center and]V[arch4 at Loring 
Park -LINDA SHAPIRO 

THEATER 

Beauty Queen 
of Leenane 

Park Square Theatre 

When Sally Wingertsang“ALitde Priest” in 
last fall’s production of Sweeney Todd, who 
knew that her next show would prove to be 
an even darker ride? In The Beauty Queen 
of Leenane, pla 3 wright Martin McDonagh 
offers us a mother and daughter who put 
the “dys” in dysfunctional. In Theatre Pro 
Rata’s production, Wingert stars as Mag, 
who shares the house with her daughter, 
Maureen (Pro Ratacompany member Amber 
Bjork). Maureen’s life has been a hard one. 


She is stuck in a continuing cycle of mental 
abuse with her mother, who manipulates 
the situation at every chance to gain an 
advantage on her daughter. Neither of them 
seem to be completely there mentally, which 
means the play’s truth is often slippery. That 
only intensifies as Pato, a man who secretly 
admired Maureen as ayouth, returns to town 
and offers an escape for the long-suffering 
dau^ter. AsMcDona^’sfirstplay TheBeauty 
Queen of Leenane tackles issues that would 
continue on in the pla 5 Avright’s work like The 
Cripple ofinishmaan and ThePillowman. It 
also has the same pitch-black Irish humor 
that has marked so much of McDonagh’s 
work. Theatre Pro Rata’s Carin Bratlie 
Wethern directs, and the cast also includes 
company member Grant Henderson and 
Taylor Evans. $40-$60.7:30 p.m. Thursdays 
through Saturdays; 2 p.m. Sundays. The 
show is in previews Wednesday, January 
6-7.20 W. Seventh Pi., St Paul; 65I-29I-7005. 
Through January 24 -ED HUYCK 

SPORTS 

Wrestlepalooza VII 

First Avenue 

Somehow, for whatever reason, combining 
pro wrestling with burlesque and live music 
just works. Now in its seventh iteration, 
Wrestlepalooza VII offers an evening of 
choreographed violence and titillation, 
mixing the high drama and athleticism of 
the ring with the playfulness and rhythm 
of striptease. Tonight’s competitors include 
Johnny Gargano and Wildcat, the crime¬ 
fighting feline. Ladies will be duking it out 
as well, with Heidi Lovelace taking on Sally 
Stitches. Meanwhile, Queenie von Curves 
and Sweetpea will be sharing the love with 
a special burlesque performance for the 
evening. Providing tunes will be D J Snuggles 
and Masked Intruder, who rock guitars and 
brightly colored ski masks. I8+. $20.8 p.m. 
701 First Ave. N., Minneapolis; 612-338-8388. 
-JESSICA ARMBRUSTER 

» CONTINUED ON PAGE 28 



VOLUTION 

@petfoad£hop<ccim 

• 


Give the Gift Of Evolution Maximum 
Life Pet Foods to Your Cat or Dog 
& to Others This Year & Get 40% Off! 

(Maplewood Store Only) 

Evolution@Petfoodshop.com Maximum Life Pet Foods have never 
had 1 Toxic Recall in their entire 27 Yr. History 

Unlike other Pet Foods, Evolution Maximum Life does not contain any Steroid Growth Hormones, 
Antibiotics, Sick Animals, Unlaheled Animals, Sewage or Other Unlaheied Animal Ingredients. 

GET 40% OFF EVOLUTION MAXIMUM 
life PET FOODS AT OUR HEAD OFFICE IN 
MAPLEWOOD ANYTIME WITH THIS AD! 

All Evoltuion@Petofoodshop.coiii Foods are 100% Complete 
Essential Protein For All Life Stages. 

evolution@petfoodshop.com 651.221.9056 
weismannutrition.com since 1939 


FOREST LAKE I Forest Lake Pets, Main St. Forest Lake 
MAPLEWOOD I Nutrition City, White Bear Ave. Maplewood MINNEAPOLIS I Nutrition City, Lyndale Ave. 
PET CENTRAL ANIMAL HOSPITAL, CENTRAL AVE. 

EVOLUTION PET FOOD 11081 Hwy 36 E. @ Hwy 61 On top of Whitacker Cars 
Maplewood, MN Ask for Free Local Shipping 
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CABOOZE 

917 CEDARAVENUE MINNEAPOLIS , MN 

612.338.6425 // CABOOZE.COM //FOLLOWUSONQ If □ 9 



BASEMENT 

BREW 

SONIC INTENSION 
& FEED YOUR HEAD 

JAN. 7 



SNAPCHAT 

BASH 

Feat. CASHINOVA, 
SHAIANA GINAE, 3B'S, 
YOUNG NUK, SUICIDE THA 
MONSTAA, JAVON JAY, 
MURDA MEATCH, DYNSASTY 

JAN. 9 


Ammmmim'nw 
"'WAN Hi HAClfl 

Al 

16™ ANNUAL 

CASH ONLY 

A TRIBUTE TO THE 

MAN IN BLACK 

Feat. SHERWIN LINTON, 
WHITE IRON BAND, 

TRAILER TRASH, ELEGANZA 
& HOUSE OF CASH 

JAN. 8 



11™ ANNUAL 

A TRIBUTE TO THE 

LAST WALTZ 

w/ THE BIG PINK 

& THE BELFAST COWBOYS 

FRIDAY 

THE LAMONT 

CRANSTON BAND Saturday 

JAN. 15 & 16 



MAIDEN 

DIXIE 

RACHEL ROBERTS 
& JAKE NELSON 

w/ ROADHOUSE 6 

JAN. 22 


!ki MklfiJI PklkltH 





HEADBAND 

JAM 

w/ MIKEL WRIGHT 
& THE WRONGS, 
HYENTYTE 

JAN. 23 



24™ ANNUAL 
SONGS OF FREEDOM 

BOB MARLEY 
REMEMBERED 

Feat. INT'L REGGAE 
ALLSTARS 

FEB. 5&6 


SL^PER^PKDFll 
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SLIPPERY 

PEOPLE 

7™ ANNUAL TRIBUTE 
TO THE TALKING HEADS 

w/ BURBILLIES 

FEB. 13 


I UPCOMING I 


1/14.CRAM EP RELEASE PARTY w/ THE PALMER SQUARES, SPENCER JOLES & NAZEEM, BOOF SQUAD 

& BEAT SETS BY: PRIME.CUT, PHIB & LOLAMBIE, BLAMSISS 

1/30.Blue Felix & Nuisance 

2/4.Beats.BaSS.CaboOZe. Feat, spencer JOLES and NAZEEM,JUDAHB0Y,LIKEMINDS, 

AHHHVAHH, NICK JORDAN, 60EAST, TAYLOR RAVE & LIKE MINDS 

2/11.Ced Linus and Friends & Birthday Celebration 

2/19.Jacob Martin Band w/alannahmccready 

2/20.Particle 

2/24.Bonerama 

2/26.Cannibal Corpse w/ obituary, cryptopsy& abysmal dawn 

2/28.Cradle of Filth: Inquisitional Tourture 2016 w/ BUTCHER BABIES & NE OBLIVISCARIS 

3/4.The Lacs 

3/6.Everyone Orchestra 


every WEDNESDAY IN JANUARY 



ENEMY PLANES 

$5 AT THE DOOR 


TICKET OUTLETS 

THE JOINT BAR, ELECTRIC FETUS, DOWN IN THE VALLEY, DISCLAND, 
KNOW NAME RECORDS, MILL CITY SOUND, COWBOY JACKS - PLYMOUTH 


Continued From Friday 
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FESTIVAL 

American Kennel Club 
Dog Show 

Saint Paul RiverCentre 

Fans of the Wesminster Kennel Club Dog 
Show, which generally airs on Thanksgiving 
Day, will be able to see a competition live 
and in person this weekend, as over 2,000 
pups will bark, prance, and tail wag in hopes 
of winning top honors. Over 155 different 
breeds will be on hand, including hunting, 
toy, terrier, and herding dogs. Will it be a 
miniature poodle, golden retriever, or some 
rare breed that takes home best in show? 
You’ll have to attend to find out. In addition 
to the adorable and nail-biting competition, 
there will be obedience contests, fun animal 
demonstrations, a vendor fioor, and goody 
bags for kids. For a complete competition 
schedule, visit onofrio.com. $9. 8 a.m. to 
7 p.m. Friday; 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. Saturday; 8 
a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Sunday. 175 W. Kellogg 
Blvd., St. Paul; 651-265-4800. Through 
Sunday -JESSICA ARMBRUSTER 


SAT/1/9 

ART/GALLERY 

Wired 

Kolman & Pryor Gallery 

Many people are familiar with insomnia, 
though few ofus have beeninspired to capture 
it in artistic form. Christopher Atkins, aTwin 
Cities-based photographer, recently turned 
his cameralens on sleeplessness and collected 
an exhibition’s worth of depictions of this 
mysterious ailment. ‘Wired: Photographs 
by Christopher Atkins” marks the first 
photography exhibition at the Kolman & 
Pryor gallery, and it’s Atkins’ second solo 
show. Primarily self-taught, Atkins, who has 
an extensive background in contemporary 
art, art history, and curation, showcases a 
wide range of work, including interior and 
exterior shots, both black-and-white and 
color images, and a mix of indiscernible 
and clear subjects. Minimally edited, the 
literal and evocative photographs in this 
exhibition present a stark documentary-style 
interpretation of what happens when one 
man finds himselfwide awake in the middle 
of the night. “It’s hopefully going to have 
some resonance with other people who 
have similar relationships with sleeping and 
being awake and technology,” he says. “It’s 
meanttobe more widely resonantthan. Woe 
is me.’” There will be an opening reception 
from 7 to 10 p.m. Saturday, January 9.1500 
Jackson St. NE, Minneapolis; 612-385-4239. 
Through Fehruary 20 -ERICA RIVERA 


SPORTS 


^ MINNESOTA 
^REGIONAL POLE 
COMPETITIONS 
Maplewood 
Community Center 

Anyone who has playfully taken a class 
or given it a whirl at a nightclub knows 
that pole dancing is no joke; it's intense 
and involves a great deal of practice 
and skill.These aerial athletes nnust 
have a strong grip, well-developed core 
nnuscles, and a practiced grace, whether 
they are holding a pose or spinning 
down to the ground. And forget about 
a fear of heights. Depending on the 
facility or perfornnance venue, artists 
can clinnb their way 10- to 20-feet off the 
ground.This Saturday, folks will be able 
to take it in and learn a little bit about 
this bad-ass gymnastic art form, with 
competitions for novice, intermediate, 
advanced, and elite skill levels open to 
ladies and gents. Come watch as artists 
contort, twirl, and flex (often all while 
upside down). Interested in trying your 
hand at it? Workshops, seminars, and 
other learning opportunities will be 
available during festivities as well. For 
more info, visit poleandperformingart. 
com. $30-$60.2 to 10 p.m. 2100 White 
Bear Ave., Maplewood; 651-249-2100. 
-JESSICA ARMBRUSTER 


THEATER 

24:00:00 Xtreme Theatre 
Smackdown 2016 

Anne Simley Theatre 

Theatre UnBound’s Xtreme Theatre 
Smackdown, a festival where six new plays 
are written, staged, and performed over a 
24-hour period, returns this weekend. For 
this year’s event over200script “ingredients” 
— aka elements that must be used in each 
piece—were suggested and then voted on. 
Ingredients canbe an54hing aline of dialogue, 
an emotion, a prop, a stage direction. The 
writers have all night to pen their 10-minute 
script, then in the morning the plays are 
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cast and rehearsed all day until the evening 
performance. Over 40 artists participate 
in creating brand-new works during the 
festival, which Theatre UnBound has been 
organizing since 2001. It's a world where 
an 34 hinggoes, and creatives work atbreakneck 
speed. $21.99. 8 p.m. Hamline University, 
1536 Hewitt Ave., St. Paul; 651-523-2905. 
-SHEILA REGAN 

FAMILY/FESTIVAL 

Winter 4Play 

Fort Snelling State Park 

It's not quite time for the Saint Paul Winter 
Carnival or the Luminary Loppet, but folks 
who love the great outdoors regardless of the 
season can warm up for the big celebrations 
at Winter 4Play. This daylong family-fnendly 
happening takes place at Fort Snelling, and 
will offer a variety of hm activities. Northern 
Lights.mn have designed ARTathlon, an 
artsy exercise course that can be explored 
via snowshoe or cross-country skis. The US. 
Forest Service will be takingpeople on hikes, 
and there will be plenty of opportunities to 
ice fish, skijor, toss snowballs, and listen to 
music. Then warm up with nosh from food 
trucks, take a break in the Little Box Sauna, 
or sip hot chocolate by the bonfire. For more 
info, visit 4 pla 3 m 1 sp.com. Free; valid state 
park vehicle permit required for parking 
($5 daily/$25 annual). 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 101 
Snelling Lake Rd., St. Paul; 612-725-2389. 
-JESSICA ARMBRUSTER 

ART/GALLERY 

Bel Canto 
(Beautiful Song) 

Gallery 427 

The portraits by Nicholas Harper are often 
a little mysterious. From charcoal smudges 
a collarbone, a delicate lip, an arched brow 
emerge. Often there are halos reminiscent 
of Renaissance-era paintings. Some are 
dark with lettering, others are gold and 
shimmering. They harken back to previous 
eras and paintingstyles while also employing 
modem materials like glitter. Some subjects 


are creature-like with elongatednecks, colorful 
clothing, and wide eyes, while others are 
grounded in more recognizable body forms 
and relaxed, timeless facial expressions. 
See them yourself at “Bel Canto (Beautiful 
Song)," Harper's latest show, exhibiting at 
Gallery 427this weekend. There will be an 
openingreception from 7 to 10 p.m Saturday, 
January 9. Northmp King Building, 1500 
NE Jackson St, Minneapolis; 612-379-2237. 
Throughrebruary6-JESSlCA ARMBRUSTER 



MON/ 1/11 


ART/GALLERY 

Jody Williams: 
Circumstantial Evidence 

Christensen Center, 

Augsburg College 

H contain multitudes," wrote Walt Whitman. 
The same could be said of Jody Williams, a 
local artist who collects and displays found 
objects and obscure items in art boxes. The 
Carleton College graduate and MCAD 
professor also handcrafts art books and 
publishes them under her Flying Paper 
Press imprint. Combining printmaking, 
etching, metalsmithing, drawing, poetry, 
and biology, her intricate pieces exude a 
fascination with the natural world, learning, 
and growth. Williams, whose works are 
included in the collections at the Walker Art 
Center, the Minnesota Historical Society, 
and the San Francisco Museum of Art, 
will exhibit 15 pieces of box and book art 
as part of her “Circumstantial Evidence" 
exhibition, opening Monday at Augsburg 
College. Japanese kozo, digitally printed 
Sakamoto paper, and cast bronze specimens 
are just a few of the treasures tucked into 
the boxes included in the show. A public 
reception takes place on Friday, January 
22 , from 6 to 8 p.m. for those who want to 
inquire further about Williams' tiny finds. 
2211 Riverside Ave., Minneapolis; 612-330- 
1524. Through Fehruary 19 -ERICA RIVERA 
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11:30 Music - Happy Hour until Midnight 

Fri 1/6 Rachel Roberts 

Fri 1/22 Nick Jordan 

Sat 1/23 A Love Nocturnal 

Sat 1/30 Elena 


COMING UP NEXT 


Tickets: 612.332.5299 


www.dakotacooks.com 

Tickets: 612.332.5299 //Reservations: 612.332.1010 
1010 Nicollet Mall, Downtown Minneapolis 


PURE PRAIRIE LEAGUE 

Gritty Cowboy Legends 
January 13 & 14 - 7 pm 


DAVELL CRAWFORD: 
TRIBUTE TO ALLEN TOUSSAINT 

The Prince of New Orleans 
January 18 & 19 - 7 & 9 pm 


1/10 Corky Siegel's Channber Blues w/Ernie Watts 

Harmonic Blues Implosion 

1/17 Living Colour 

Rock Fusion Superstars 

1/20 Red Baraat 

Celebratory North Indian Brass Funk 

1/22 Nicholas David - added 9pm show! 

Dynamic Alternative Soul 
1/24 Garland Jeffreys and Band 

New York Post-Punk Renaissance Man 

1/25-26 WAR 

Classic Funk and Soul 

1/27-28 True Blues: Eric Bibb and Corey Harris 
Acoustic Rural Blues 

1/29 John Jorgenson Bluegrass Band 

Bluegrass/ Roots Super Group 

2/2 Charles Lloyd and Friends 

featuring Bill Frisell, Reuben Rogers and Eric Harland 
Jazz Saxophone Titan 

2/5-6 Martha Reeves and the Vandellas 

Motown Soul Legend 


KADI A^AD 
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ST ICC 


3 PAYS tNLYl 

DISCOUNTED PRICES ON 

ALL NEW ANI USE! 

AUDIO. VIDEO K lighting EQUIPMENT 

THURSDAY + FRIDAY + SATURDAY 

JANUARY 2tTH -3iTH 

EXTENDED HOURS: 10AM * 8PM 

4?19 42ND AVE N ROBBINSDALE MN 


WWW,EMIAUDlO.COM 



DAVID CROSS 

MAKING AMERICA 
GREAT AGAIN! 


SATURDAY •3/12/16* 8PM 
SKYWAY THEATRE 

711 HENNEPIN AVE MPLS 
TlX: SKY WAYTHEATRE.COM 


ON SALE 

FRIDAY 

,®10AM 


SUNDAY • 3/13/16 • 7:30PM 

FITZGERALD THEATER 

'"JOE. EXCHANGE ST. STPL 
r* TlX: SUEMCLEAN.COM 


DO YOU HAVE 
COMMON WARTS? 


Volunteers, ages 18 years of age and older are wanted for a research study that 
will compare investigational topical study medications for common warts. 

If you have a common wart on your trunk or extremities, 
please call for a free study evaluation. 

All participants are seen by a board certified Dermatologist. 

Qualified participants will be reimbursed for time and travel. 


B -. , , - Steve Kempers, MD 

^11Y\ ICSiL Minnesota Clinical Study Center 
Study Center 7205 University Avenue NE • Fridley, MN 55432 


FOR MORE INFORMATION, CALL 763-502-2941 
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Sometimes the Bear Eats You 

Anomalisa's puppets are more expressive than The Revenant's humans 


BY MICHAEL NORDINE 


T WO very different looks at 
humanity emerge on the big 
screen this week, but it’s the 
one without any actual humans 
that has the most to say. 

If TheRevenant is any indication, it would 
appear that winning multiple Oscars for 
writing and directing Birdman has done 
little to brighten Alejandro Gonzalez Inar- 
ritu’s worldview The filmmaker’s punishing 
follow-up to that ascendant tale is distinctly 
earthbound. A nearly silent Leonardo 
DiCaprio stars as an 1820s fur trapper 
named Hugh Glass whom a devious col¬ 
league (Tom Hardy), more than one Native 
American tribe, encroaching Frenchmen, 
and nature or seemingly the universe itself 
really, really want to see dead. 

A bear mauls Glass within an inch of his 
life. His wife, a Pawnee, is murdered before 
the movie even starts. And his teenage son, 
an outcast among the bottom line-focused 
company that he and his father work for, 
has a target on his back for not being of 
European descent. The Revenant opens 
with a roving battle sequence of utmost 
intensity and, having established its grim 
tone, never strays from it once over the 
course of 156 minutes. 

It’s as though The New World, Terrence 
Malick’s poetic reimagining of America’s 


creation myth, involving John Smith and 
Pocahontas, has been filtered through a far 
harsher perspective. In both stories man 
finds himself outmatched by the harsh 
realities of nature in early America, but in 
only one of them is there an 3 ^ing redemp¬ 
tive to be found there — Malick looks for 
transcendence where Inarritu is content 
to focus on unrelenting pain. 

MasterEiUymade, TheRevenant is marked 
by a number of arresting grace notes. An 
unremarked avalanche far off in the dis¬ 
tance of a climactic search is a particularly 
stirring example ofwhatLubezki’s camera 
can highlight in the periphery of the frame. 
But most of these moments are quickly 
followed up by blunt reminders of nature’s 
cruel indifference (if not outright hostility). 

If, by the 90-minute mark, you weren’t 
already certain of the director’s view of 
things, then a majestic buffalo stampede 
that quickly turns into a feeding frenzy for 
a few lucky wolves should leave no doubts. 
Inarritu can never let moments stand on 
their own, often gorgeous terms; he always 
has to explicate their banal, bleak mean¬ 
ing. The Revenant isn’t beautiful to look 
at because Inarritu wants you take in the 
sights; it’s beautiful because he wants you 
to know that there’s nothing man can’t ruin 
— or be ruined by. 


Anomalisa co-directors Charlie Kaufman 
and Duke Johnson are interested in pain, 
too, but theirs is of the ultra-contemporary 
sort that isn’t as outwardly visible. Michael 
Stone, a sad-sack public speaker in Cincin¬ 
nati for a few nights on business, is their 
avatar for modern ennui. A bit of an asshole, 
he’s clearly suffering from a longstanding 
bout of world-weariness. 

He’s also a puppet. If that seems strange 
for an end-of-year romantic drama, keep in 
mind that Kaufman wrote Being John Mal- 
kovich and Eternal Sunshine of the Spotless 
Mmd before writing and directing Synec¬ 
doche, New York. Like Inarritu, the strange 
ideas that mark his early work have only 
become more prevalent with time; unlike 
him, they’ve also grown more nuanced. 

Then Michael meets someone. Lisa’s her 
name, and she’s quite literally an anomaly. 
David Thewlis voices Michael, but Tom 
Noonan provides the voice of every other 
character in the film: cabbies, hotel recep¬ 
tionists, barflies, men, women, children. The 
only exception is Lisa. Without appearing 
in corporeal form, Jennifer Jason Leigh is 
as much a tonic here as she is in The Hate¬ 
ful Eight. After meeting her some 30 min¬ 
utes into Anomalisa, she stands out to us as 
much as she does to Michael — a diamond 
in the rough, an exception to the rule. He’s 


instantly infatuated. 

It helps that she’s a fan of his. Michael has 
written a how-to book for customer service 
reps, and she’s in Cincinnati to attend the 
conference where he’ll be presenting. But 
even if their dynamic is off-putting—fawn¬ 
ing fan and married businessman — you 
don’t doubt where either is coming from. 
These are the most tired-looking puppets 
you’ve ever seen, their sagging bodies and 
droopy eyes betraying two lifetimes of dis¬ 
appointment and lowered expectations. 
Each sees a certain relief in their new lover, 
and maybe even some hope for the future. 

Whether it lasts is not for this writer 
to divulge. Suffice it to say that Kaufman 
and Johnson evince a bittersweet (but not 
overbearingly pessimistic) perspective that 
will most likely be validated by Anomalisa 
losing the animation Oscar to Inside Out. 
Maybe they’ll learn more from the loss than 
Inarritu did from his victory. 03 


THE REVENANT 
Directed by Alejandro Gonzalez Inarritu 
Area theaters, opens Friday 

ANOMALISA 

Directed by Charlie Kaufman 
and Duke Johnson 
Uptown Theatre, opens Friday 
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MUSIC & SKI FESTIVAL^ 


WIAGIC BY CHA'Z 
LIVE K<ll>$ n/iusic 
ART PROJECTS 

face pAiniTinic 

PIZZA PARTY 
FIREWORKS 


JAN 29-30, 2016 
LUTSEN 
MOUNTAINS 


MOUNTAINS 


89.3 THE CURRENT PRESENTS THE FIRST ANNUAL 

GNDWIRE RECORDS 


Featurinfl 


SKI & STAY 

CONCERT PACKAGES 

LUTSEN.COM/LAKEEFFECT 


Lut 


MOUNTAINS 


FRI &SAT I 8:30pm I 21+ I $15 Advance/$18 Door/$28 2-DAY ADV DETAILS - LUTSEN.COM/SKIPARTY 


ITIoifea/iMit&beoHnimmKlat GNDWIRE.COM 


IgndwireI 


SONGWRITER SERIES UPCOMING EVENTS 

m MONDAY JAN 16 - SHANE MARTIN BAND 


: - THE CURRENT PRESENTS 
JAN 11 - Barbara Jean 
JAN 18 - Mad Ripple Hootenanny 
JAN 25 - Gabriel Douglas 
FEB 1 - Erik Koskinen 

WEDNESDAY 

SPOTLIGHT NORTH 
JAN 13 - Dance Attic 


JAN 16 - SHANE MARTIN BAND 

JAN 23 - THE 40NTHEFL00R 

FEBRUARY 6 - CLOUD CULT 

FEBRUARY 13 - STEP ROCKETS 

MARCH 4 & 5 - THE BIG WU 

MARCH 16-21 - DULUTSEN FEST 

APRIL 1 & 2 - DOOMTREE 
“SPRING THING” - 2 NIGHTS 

APRIL 9 & 10 


JAN 20 - Rich & Germaine MOUNTAIN MELTDOWN 


JAN 23 - The Teddy Bear Band 
FEB 6 - Okee Dokee Brothers’ 


JAN 27 - Jean-Paul De Roover 
FEB 3 - Tone Bent 


Joe Mailander & Jed Anderson w special guest Paul Spring 


APR 2 - Choo Choo Bob Show 

Featuring Engineer Paul 


WWW.LUTSEN.COM - 218-406-1320 



TAVERN • MUSIC • FAMILY DINING 



The Double Btack Diamomd of Concert Venues 
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The Best of 2015 

The 10 finest productions in the Twin Cities last year 


BY ED HUYCK 


T he Twin Cities 
never lacks for 
great theater, and 
2015 reminded me 
why I have the greatest job in 
the world. 

10. Frankenstein 

Dangerous Productions’ take 
on Mary Shelley’s tale was 
messy bloody and scary as hell, 
especially when the only light 
came from flashlights carried 
by the actors. 

9. Annapurna 

Along-estranged couple comes 
together as one nears death. 

This was a story told with 
grace and humor by a pair 
of terriflc performers at the 
Jungle Theater. 

8. Extremities 

Dark & Stormy brought audiences into a 
living room where a young woman fought 
off an attacker — and was then forced to 
decide whether he lived or died. Compelling 
acting and directing meant we also lived 
and died with every twist. 

7. The Jungie Book 

The upcoming film will have a hard time 
topping the Children’s Theatre Company’s 
engaging, engrossing, and—above all — fun 
production. 

6. The Unsinkabie Moiiy Brown 

Molly Brown rose from rags to riches in 
the rough and tumble West. Her undeni¬ 
able spirit made you positively giddy as 
she fought against the snooty upper class. 
Solid performances, a clever set, and strong 
singing made this a musical delight from 
Ten Thousand Things. 

5. The Woodsman 

Walter is not a good man. He has just been 
released from prison for sexually assault¬ 
ing a young girl. On the outside, he’s cut 
off from his family, eyed with suspicion by 
the police, and haunted by the desires he 
still feels. Adam Whisner gave one of the 
performances of the year in Theatre Pro 
Rata’s production, which forced us to feel 
the monster’s humanity. 


GEORGE BYRON GRIFFITHS 

4. Juno and the Paycock 

Joe Dowling said goodbye to two decades at 
the Guthrie with his best directing in years. 
This rich production about impoverished 
tenement dwellers during the Irish Civil 
War was both hilarious and heartbreaking. 

3. An Octoroon 

This tremendous piece tackled America’s 
race issues head on, retelling a 19th-century 
melodrama about a young woman whose 
part-slave ancestry could ruin her. It soon 
became clear we really haven’t come that 
far in the last 150 years. 

2.705 Proof, or the Kiiiing of Mack 
‘‘The Siiencer” Kiein 

In this Breakzng-Bad-in-the-Prohibition- 
Era tale, a small-town bootlegger falls in 
with Chicago mobsters. As he rises in the 
organization, the safety of his family and 
hometown are threatened. It was a tale 
told with rare verve and almost unbear¬ 
able intensity. 

1. Sweeney Todd 

Fueled by Mark Benninghofen’s stunning 
performance in the title role. Theatre Latte 
Da’s dark carnival of a musical featured 
a barber who kills his clients and cooks 
their remains. The grimy vibe added a 
razor’s sharpness to Stephen Sondheim’s 
gorgeous score. 03 



YQQA)^ 

/quest 

2920 BRY/1NT /112E S, SUITE 110 - MINNE/IPOLIS. MN 

l/ISIT US FOR YOG/1 LIKE YOUVE 
NEI/ER EXPERIENCED IT BEFOREI 

FIND US ONLINE: YOG>1QUESTORG 

# t 

©YOGXIQUESTMN YOG^QUEST.TUMBLR.COM /YOGXIQUEST 


acme 


COMEDY CO. 



Sign Up for 
Winter Classes 



Weaving, Spinning, Dyeing 



Jackie Kashian 

Tuesday-Saturday 
January 5th-9th 


Tue-Thu 8pm • Fri-Sat 8pm &1 0:30pm 
Tickets: $18 Show only • $33 Dinner & Show 


(612)338.6393 • 708 N. 1st St., Mpls 
WWW.ACMECOMEDYCOMPANY.COM 


Equipment 
& Tools Provided 

Weavers Guild of Minnesota 
3000 University Avenue SE, 
Minneapolis, MN 55414 

www.weaversguildmn.org 


CITS PAGES 
WANTS 

YOiBI! 



CITY PAGES IS LOOKING FOR AN 
UNPAID INTERN* FOR THE MARKETING 
& PROMOTIONS DEPARTMENT 

Main Responsibilities include: 

Signature Event Marketing 
Online Promotions O Street Team 
Brand Marketing 
Social Media Management 

*Must be able to receive college credit for Internship. 


Why would you be a good fit for City Pages? 
Find a way to stand out of the mix! 

Please send resume & cover letter 
to Lrichgels@citypages.com 

For more information visit: 

WWW.CITYPAGES.COM/MICROSITES/CITY-PAGES-HIRING 
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PERFORMING LIVE THU JANUARY 7^" 


Tuf 


EXCHANGE 


MINNEAPOLIS 


COAST 

COA2ST _ 




''''^'rjlpoLlSh 




1/15 

SCOOTER 

SANI>tOO 

1/22 

COCK CITY 

CUCAGO 

1/29 

SERAFIN 

LOS AJ^^GtLkS 

2/5 

ROCK CITY 

CUCAGO 

2/12 

DUDLEY D 

MN4AP0LIS 

2/19 

KALENDR 

CUCAGO 

2/26 

ELEPNANTE 

LOS AAIOELES 

3/M 

ROCK CITY 

CUCAGO 

3/11 

DUDLEY D 

IyW^APOUS 

3/18 

DJ OBSCENE 

MIAMI 


FOR TABLE SCRVICC 
CONTACT lyCOAN AT (612) 617-9330 

hCOU<«nCEXCMAKjOif^C<!M 

MWMJNECXCMANGEMPLS.com 



ijpet)Mi?fG 

2U16 

SHOWS 


f i/i6 DRAMA QUHHN ] 

^ i / a3 GKT 0 ¥¥ THK ROOF ^ 
, a/13 THHSTRIPS , 

) a/19 AVERAGEMAMMALS< 
a/ao SICK OF SARAH 
a/a6 THE WHISKIES 
a/a/ AUTUMN REVERIE 

WWW.THEI>()URHOUSEMPLS.CC>M 
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241's lOpm-Midnight / No cover 


COME-SIT >SrA3r 


EVERY MDNDAVCSeE^llto 




No Cover | 2-4-1 s lOpm-Midnight 


PERFORMING LIVEDFRIDAY JAN 8 




with Good for Gary 


PERFORMING LIVEOSAT JAN $ 


Bring 4 people - Drink FREE taps & Rails 
Bring 8 people - Drink anything FREE 


2029 Woodlynn Ave 
Maplewood MN 55109 


Upcoming 


JANUARY 15 


UNCLE CHUNK 


www.thedoghousebarandgrill.com 


JANUARY 16-WHISKEY STONE 
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Giving Rap Another Go 

Can new radio station Go 95.3 finally make rap and hip-hop stick on 

Twin Cities airwaves? 


JACK SPENCER 


L ast year, Pohlad Family Cos. 

purchased KNOF (95.3 FM), 
the former Christian radio sta¬ 
tion Praise FM, for $8 million. 
For months, the future of the frequency 
remained a mystery. But on Monday it 
was revealed that Praise would become 
contemporary rap station Go 95.3 FM, the 
latest addition to the Pohlads’ Go Media 
banner that also includes alt-rock/Twins 
destination Go 96.3 FM. The announce¬ 
ment was met with much excitement, 
but raises an important question: Can 
the rap/hip-hop format finally stick in 
the Twin Cities? 

Count radio personality Mr. Peter Parker 
among the true believers. 

‘This is like the Ketel One of rap stations,” 
says Parker, who serves as music director 
and drive-time DJ for Go 95.3. “We’re more 
art- and culture-driven. This place needed 
what’s happening now. I’m excited to give 
it to them.” 

Go 95.3 launched Tuesday with an unin¬ 
terrupted string of 10,000 songs; Parker 
is the station’s lone DJ, but more will be 
added soon. 

The Twin Cities hasn’t had a strictly mod¬ 
ern rap format on the radio dial since B96, 


which switched to Top 40 in 2010. That left 
Minnesota without any full-fledged hip- 
hop radio stations until a pair of throwback 
outlets owned by corporate chains — Hot 
102.5 and 105 the Vibe — emerged last year. 
Go Media president Sam Elliot Gagliardi 
recruited Parker to help mold Go 95.3’s 
identity, one that focuses simultaneously 
on a hit-driven rhythmic radio format (i.e. 
Drake, The Weeknd, Rihanna, Rick Ross) 
and an indie/local angle (national indie 
acts like Vince Staples, Action Bronson, 
and Chance the Rapper, plus Twin Cities 
acts like Atmosphere and Allan Kingdom). 

In2006, Parker arrived in the Twin Cities 
via Boston, where he had studied Rhyme- 
sayers and organized indie-rap shows in a 
similar DIY fashion. “I was doing the same 
thing they were doing in Boston, [but] I 
kind of branched out [to] do this terres¬ 
trial radio,” he says. During his four years 
DJing at B96, Parker pushed Twin Cities 
artists into the same on-air conversation 
as chart-topping rap hits. 

Parker worked to convince upper man¬ 
agement to allow him to showcase local 
artists like Slug, Muj a Messiah, and St. Paul 
Slim on his recurring HomeGrown Heat- 
Rocks segment. That regional emphasis 


would become a staple of his radio career, 
extending from his time in Boston to stops 
in Washington, D.C., and Cleveland. 

“That’s what I really learned when I 
was here — I really understood how to 
celebrate the artist,” Parker says. “I may 
not rap an 5 miore, [but] I’m an artist at the 
core. I love picking an artist’s brain—what’s 
your process like, what are you feeling?” 

Radio in the Twin Cities market has 
proven tumultuous in the past, and fre¬ 
quent format changes across the dial have 
made the prospect of a rap station surviving 
seem dicey. Hot 102.5 and 105 the Vibe were 
welcomed by a listener base yearning to 
hear rap on the radio outside of occasional 
blocks on KMO J, Radio K, and the Current, 
but the future of the retro rap/R&B format 
remains uncertain. Go 95.3 hopes to stand 
out by tapping into what it feels fans are 
looking for: a blend of chart-toppers and 
underground artists, plus a strong repre¬ 
sentation of the diverse local scene. 

“Thanks in large part to the crew over at 
Rhymesayers, the hip-hop scene in Min¬ 
nesota is one of the best and most diverse 
in the country,” Gagliardi says in a press 
release. “The only thing that is missing is 
a radio station that focuses on mixing the 


best local music with the biggest national 
acts and songs.” 

Adds CEO Joe Pohlad, “It’s time to use 
the same modern approach and bring the 
modern hip-hop channel to life.” 

“This isn’t a niche thing,” Parker declares. 
“We’re going to be competing in the mar¬ 
ketplace.” 

During Parker’s stints in other markets, 
he came to recognize Minnesota as an 
anomaly in terms of listenership, noting 
that fans of all types seem equally interested 
in what’s going on in hip-hop, nationally 
and locally. Rh 5 miesayers’ annual Sound- 
set festival influenced the approach to Go 
95.3 — “40,000 kids can’t be wrong, bruh,” 
Parker points out. 

It’s a risky format, and past rap radio 
stations have opted to adhere to a playlist 
stacked with songs of proven popularity. 
Some of the artists Go 95.3 plans to keep 
in rotation, from Chance the Rapper to 
Action Bronson to Atmosphere, see very 
little radio play. But listening habits have 
changed drastically over the past several 
years, and there are now numerous metrics 
by which to gauge an artist’s popularity. 
Part of Parker’s involvement with Go 95.3 
is crafting a playlist using numbers that go 
beyond charts, taking into account artists’ 
video plays, online streams, and concert 
draws. 

“Nontraditional radio artists, they’re 
kings to us. Vince Staples sold out the 
Fine Line.” he notes. “Kanye and Drake 
have inspired this whole generation of 
regular-guy, artist- rappers, instead of 
the street characters, and you can see the 
reflection on guys like J. Cole and Ken¬ 
drick. Everybody’s kind of now copying 
that sound, where 10 years ago people 
were copying Nelly and Lil Jon. The local 
artists of Minnesota, whether it’s P.O.S 
or Allan Kingdom or Muj a Messiah, or 
any of these cats, their sound now kind of 
matches that. That’s kind of our mantra, 
that’s our core sound.” 

To hear the excitement in Parker’s voice 
when detailing the station’s concept makes 
it clear that it’s driven by a hip-hop fan 
rather than an indifferent programmer. 
But passion for hip-hop isn’t necessarily 
enough to sustain an audience, and ratings 
speak more loudly than words. While the 
future is unwritten for Go 95.3, the sta¬ 
tion represents the evolving relationship 
listeners have to music in 2016. 

“There’s more millennials in America 
than any other generation,” Parker says. “So 
we listen to music differently, we interact 
with each other differently. This station 
and this formatting will reflect exactly 
what’s happening today. It’s gonna be a 
celebration, that’s the best way I can say 
it. We’re really starting a new chapter.” [Q 
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SAT, JAN. 16 


THE JOHNNY 
HOLM BAND 

Doors 8pm *21 + 


SAT, JAN. 23 


ROCKIN' 

HOLLYWOODS 

Doors 7pm • Dance Lessons 7:30pm 
Music 8:30pm *21 + 

Military Buy 1 Get 1 Ticket Special 


FRI, JAN. 29 


BLUE OYSTER CULT 
& JEFFERSON 
STARSHIP 

Doors 7:30pm • Music 8:30pm *21 + 


SAT, JAN. 30 


BOB106FM 3rd Annual 

LISTENER 

APPRECIATION NIGHT 

Doors 6pm • FREE Admission *21 + 


SAT, FEB. 6 


THREE DOG NIGHT 

with The Fabulous Del Counts 

Doors 7:30pm • Music 8:30pm *21 + 


UPCOMING 


FEB 12. FIREHOUSE St WINGER 

FEB 13. KAT PERKINS 

w/ special guest Shannon Curfman 

FEB 20. HAMM'S BEER SHOW 

MAR 5. DENNIS DEYOUNG; The Music 

of Styx with guest headliner 

APR 15. RANDY BACHMAN 

w/ guest Great Gypsy 
APR 22. THE FAB FOUR 

LIKE US ON(| 

For a Chance to Win Concert Tickets! 


500 Hwy 55 • Medina, MN • 763-478-6661 
4 miles west of 494 on Hwy. 55 
Purchase Tickets Online • www.medinaentertainment.com 
The Medina Inn, next door 763-478-9770 


MINNESOTA 
MUSIC CAFE 

A. “St. Paul's TOP STOP for local R&B, 

Rock, Blues & Jazz bands.” -Vitam Magazine 

Receptions. Reunions. Parties. Fundraisers. 


MUSIC Event center, into&nunnesotaniusiccare.coni i 

WED. OPEN MIC JAM w/ BAND E 


THU. Every First Thursday 

BLUEPRINT 


FRI. Mary Elias and Her Young Relics 5pm 

BOOGIE 

VUONOERLAND..,. 

... THE GOOD,THE BAD, 
AND THE FDNKY 


SUN. WEE WILLIE WALKER 4pm-8pm 


TUE. NOVA JAZZ 7pm 

JAYBEE & THE ROUTINE 9:30pm 


UPCOMING EVENTS: 

Fri, January 15.FREE & EASY 

Sat, January 16.GB LEIGHTON JANUARY thaw FESTIVAL 


499 PAYNE AVE, ST. PAUL, 651-776-4699 

www.minnesotamusiccafe.com 


IN HISTORIC ^ 
N.E. MINNEAPOLIS ^ 

Nobody Beats, Mayslack's Meat 


■ Cetewati"8 

- - 

Live Music 

FRI, JANUARY 8 


SATURDAY, JANUARY9 


Upcoming Live Music 

FRI, 1/15. SWAG BAND 

SAT, 1/16. FULL ON QUENCH 


Home of The Original, 

World Famous, Mouth-Watering 

Garlic Roast Beef Sandwich! 

BREAKFAST • LUNCH • DINNER 


1428 4TH STREET NE 
MINNEAPOLIS / 612.789.9862 

MAYSLACKSBAR.COM 


muslc» 


Thou 

TRIPLE ROCK SOCIAL CLUB, FRIDAY 1.8 

When Rhode Island metal band the Body 
came to the Triple Rock back in May, there 
were far too few fans in the crowd. Perhaps, 
with the dawning of summer, people weren’t 
as interested in hunkering down on the 
West Bank to be aurally pummeled. Now it’s 
full-blown winter, and the other side of the 
Body’s sludge-metal coin — collaborators/ 
friends Thou—are gracingus with their lone 
regional show It only takes a few minutes 
off any of the Louisiana quintet’s five studio 
albums to find out what attendees will be 
in for. What sets Thou apart from many of 
their counterparts, however, is vocalistBryan 
Funck’s ability to scream bloody murder 
while still being understandable. ‘Through 
doubts and fears/And all that makes the 
difference/I see an end,” he wails on “The 
Wheel Weaves As The Wheel Wills.” Do 
these words represent a light at the end 
of Thou’s tunnel? We may find out soon. 
Here’s a bright spot: Thou’s 2014 release. 
Heathen, was named the best metal album 
of 2014 by Pitchfork. Opening are Fister, 
False, and Nmve Sense. 18+. 9 p.m. $10-$12. 
629 Cedar Ave. S., Minneapolis;612-333-7399. 

-MICHAEL CYRS 

Dengue Fever 

ORDWAY CENTER, SATURDAY 1.9 

What do Khmer classical music, surfing, 
mosquito-borne disease, psychedelics, and 
punk have in common? Quite alot, actually, in 
the creative mitts of LA. sextet Dengue Fever 
(in lowercase, a tropical malady), whose 
exotic sound drifts from misty Cambodian 
temples to Californiabeaches, Memphis to 
CBGB. The band’s focal point is Cambodian 
singer Chhom Nimol, whose serpentine 
flutters weave through a curious mix of 
1960s Cambodian pop (a synthesis of Khmer 
tradition and American incursions of the 
era), and splintered bits of new wave, punk, 
blues, African rhythms, and even sinuous 
Ethiopian jazz. Holding it all together are 
brotherly DF masterminds Zac (guitar) 
and Ethan (keyboards) Holtzman. On 
their latest album. The Deepest Lake, DF 
expands their palette even more — deeper 
blues, wilder dual vocal forays by Zac and 
Nimol — while heading on a new tack of 
more extended and improvisational jams. 
Characteristic of DF’s deft eclecticism is 
“No Sudden Moves,” which includes surf 
guitar, Nimol’s vocals shiftingfrom yearning 
undulations to hard-edged rapping, honking 
R&B horns, and twisting, funky grooves. 
$23-$27. 7:30 p.m. 345 Washington St, St 
Paul; 651-224-4222. -rick mason 

Annual Blowout 

TURF CLUB, SATURDAY 1.9 

We are still very much living in the wake of 
the Bay Area psychedelic rock boom. Even 



DAILY LUNCH & DINNER SPECIALS 
HAPPY HOUR: SUN-FRI 3-7PM 
1/2 PRICE APPETIZERS “BUCK OFF” ALL DRINKS 
EVERY MONDAY • 8:30PM-12:30AM 


“HOHEST THING ON MONDAY NIGHT” 

SHAW’S COCKTAIL OPEN JAM 

BEST JAM AROUND $2.50 20 OZ. COORS LIGHT 


WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 6 


LISA WENGER & mean mean men 

DAVID EILAND IS DACKU TACO FRENZY ALL DAY&NIGHT! 


EVERY THURSDAY 


BLUES AND RIBS WITH 

5-7:30PM PAUL METSA & WILLIE WALKER 


8:30PM THE BUTANES 


BRIAN NAUGHTON 
JACK KNIFE & THE SHARPS 


5DC WINGS $2.50 TALL BOYS 

1/15 ■ MARK CAMERON BAND 


r HOME OF THE SHAW BURGER 1 

www.shawsne.com 


rrlBUNKEBd 


MUSIC BAR & GRILL 

761 NORTH WASHINGTON AVENUE • 012-330-0100 


SUNDAYS & MONDAYS • $7 

DR.MAMB0’S COMBO 


TUESDAYS • $6 

INT’L REGGAE ALL-STARS 


WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 6 • 8PM • $5 

MIKEL WRIGHT S THE WRGNGS 

with guest guitarist David Fiely of 
New Sound Underground 


THURSDAY, JANUARY 7 no 



FROG LEG 

a WAYNE SUCHY 

from Jon Wayne & The Pain 


FRIDAY, JANUARY 8_« 


R FACTGR 


SATURDAY, JANUARY 9 


] 



RUNG FU 
HIPPIES 



MEAT RAFFLE & BINGO EVERY TUESDAY NIGHT 5:30PM 

Saturday, January 9 


THE 

FABULOUS 
DEL COUNTS 

Sat., Jan. 16. 

UPCOMING 

.CROSSIOWN 


7345 Country Club Drive • Golden Valley • 763-545-9972 
One Block North of Highway 55 • Two Blocks East of Winnetka 
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AMSTERDAM 

BAR & HALL 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 6 

Nick Costa, Dan Mariska 

6:30pm • Bar Stage • Free *21+ 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 7 

Animal Maps (Boston) 
TMBRLKS 

9pm • Bar Stage • Free *21+ 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 8 

The Greenroom Sessions 002 

9pm • Flail Stage • GA $12 DOS • 18+ 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 9 

Jazzland Wonderband 
Mississippi Hot Club 

8pm • Hall Stage • $8 • 21+ 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 10 

Trivia Mafia’s Brunch Trivia 

12pm • Bar Stage *21 + 

MONDAY, JANUARY 11 

Shannon Mac 

9pm • Bar Stage • Free *21+ 

Trivia Mafia 

6pm • Bar Stage • 18+ 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 12 

The Federales Residency 

8pm • Bar Stage • Free *21+ 

6W6th St, St Paul, MN 55102 
amsterdambarandhall.com 



wed: January 5 
7pm : KFAI house party presents... 
andra suchy trio 
9:30pm : poor lemuel, buckrodney 

thu: January 7 
lOpm : crankshaft 

fri: January 8 

7pm : laura and sean’s movie 
and music trivia 
lOpm : the red flags 
Jim crego and the north electric 
rich yarges and 
the popular mechanics 

sat: January 9 
7pm : trivia mafia presents... 

331 drinkin’ spelling bee 
lOpm : perfume monster, 
sans caballo 

sun: January 10 
8pm : trivia mafia 

mon: January 11 
8pm : the roe family singers 
lOpm : doug otto and friends 

tue: January 12 

7-9pm : 331 blingO free blingo! win awesome 
prizes while enjoying raliegh’s texas tacos. 
9:30pm : January conspiracy series 
feat, brianna lane 
w/ no tent 

331 13th avenue northeast 
13th & university : ne mpls : www.331club.com 


music» 

though standout Cali psych-rock outfits 
like the Thee Oh Sees still put out strong 
albums, fans seem to be looking elsewhere 
for ’60s-inspired jams. Fortunately for us 
Twin Cities buffs, we have acts like the Blind 
Shake, who give us that warm throwback 
feeling right here in the frozen Midwest. 
BS’s 2015 dlhum, Fly Right, is just as fun and 
danceable as ever, but now they have added 
flashes of ingenuity, like the squelching 
Indian guitar sounds on “Holy Road.” Also 
performing at the Turf’s Annual Blowout 
showcase are Birthday Suits, who will bring 
their Clash-inspired grooves into the mix, 
and Ripper, who are fresh off the release 
of last month’s AX), cassette. 21+. $8-$10.9 
p.m. 1601 University Ave. W., St Paul; 651- 
647-0486. -MICHAEL cyrs 

Corky Siegel’s Chamber Blues 

DAKOTA JAZZ CLUB, SUNDAY 1.10 

Blues and classical are seemingly odd 
musical bedfellows. Butwhen harmonica ace 
and pianist Corky Siegel puts them together 
in his acclaimed Chamber Blues project, the 
funky union ultimately sounds like a natural 
blend. Siegel formed the Siegel-SchwallBand 
with guitarist Jim Schwall in the ’60s. After 
the group started out in Chicago blues clubs, 
it wasn’t long before they were engaged in 
groundbreaking collaborations with the San 
Francisco and Chicago symphonies. Siegel 
has been bringing the Delta and the Danube 
together, as he once said, ever since. As 
Chamber Blues, with longtime collaborators 
the West End String Quartet, Siegel is even 
more eclectic, t 5 dng classical to the likes of 
zydeco and bluegrass through percussionist 
Frank Donaldson’s global rh 5 l;hms. Slyly 
wailing like Larry Adler covering Sonny 
Boy Williamson, Siegel and his cunning 
strings are sublime. This performance will 
feature tenor saxophonist Ernie Watts. $30. 
7p.m. 1010 Nicollet Mall, Minneapolis; 612- 
332-5299. -rick mason 

Dr. Mambo’s Combo 

BUNKER'S, SUNDAY & MONDAY 1.10-11 

It was a notable year for Minnesota: In 1987, 
the Twins won the World Series, Prince 
released one of his best albums in Sign ‘O’ 
the Times, and St. Louis Park’s own Coen 
Brothers released their first great comedy. 
Raising Arizona. It was also the year that 
Dr. Mambo’s Combo was formed, and it 
just so happens that their crowd-pleasing 
ftmk/R&B sound has endured well enough 
to land them aregular Sunday/Monday night 
residency at Bunker’s. You might wander in 
with a “nothing else to do tonight” attitude, 
only to have your head blown clean off 
by their top-notch soul sounds, the end 
product of decades’ worth of hard work and 
refinement $7.9:30 p.m. 761 WashingtonAve. 
N.; Minneapolis; 612-338-8188. -nate patrin 
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Invidiosus 

Deterioration (Tour Kickoff!) 
Non • Feral Lights 


THURSDAY, JANUARY 7 








street Hassle 
Rank Strangers 
Buffalo Sleeper 
The Boot R&B 
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FRIDAY, JANUARY 8 


Swimsuit Area J 

Mine • JiLL s 

pi 


SATURDAY, JANUARY 9 


What A Babe ■ 

Black Widows • Total Gaze ^ 

HAPPY HOURS ■ 

Monday through Saturday S 


■j BINGO - WIN $1,000 CASH! 

S! Wednesdays 6pm & Saturdays 2pm 


I 




SOCIAL CLUB 


1/2 Itoom Show: BLUE OX 

-I- AMBASSADOR GUN 
-I- SLOW TRAILS (EX-THECHim) 

-I- FUTURISTIC DEATH TANK 


1/2 Room Show: 

GAY HENRY’S BELATED BIRTHDAY BASH! 

THE MIAMI DOLPHINS 

-I- LARRY WICH AND HIS GUYS 
-I- ROYAL BRAT -I- FREE MUSIC 
+LEMONADE 

THOU (ommiOMLSHOi//) 

+ FISTER + FALSE + NAIVE SENSE 

VAUDEVILLE -p emergent- p via 


Uncoi/ereil Mpls #16:1/2 Room Show: 

COMEDY + HIP HOP NIGHT 

ROSTER RYRREAKNECK THE MM & M6EL0 VESCIO. 


1/16 

KRAYZIE BONE 

2/21 

HELLBASTARD 

1/20 

1349 

2/27 

TAAKE 

1/24 

NILE 

4/7 

RA RA RIOT 

2/11 

THE LOVED ONES 

4/9 

PIG DESTROYER 

2/18 

PARQUET COURTS 

4/19 

ABSU 


629 Cedar Avenue, Mpls, MN 

Adv. Tix: 

Breakfast 1 0am-3pm Sat -I- Sun 






Shannon &B\HS If 

WEDMBSDAV 


Sri^Showcase 


GBLeigW®*' 

iSlOO PM 

-• 12 ' 



“Siw^lSoPM 

LMBk-L: 

*',:S^'7t;00PM 

.roESM® \9\00PM 

" ^ _ *5 — 

Funk, nock, Foft, 

Bi.ia!t.Jam,Gnwi 
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H-w u- . . c4fm 


COLD BEER, LIVE MUSIC 
& A LOT OF JACK 
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ALL REGULAR MERCHANDISE 


RECEIVE A VALENTINE’S DAY GIFT BAG WITH PURCHASE - 

Fun for both! 


Parking available in upper rear lot. 

1607 University Avenue West • St Paul, MN 55104 • 651-649-5683 

WWW.LOVEDRS.COM 




Huge selection of 
premium line e-juices! \ 


Buy any 2 sizes ofVape Pro blend e-juices, 


get the NEXT BOTTLE FREE! 



Located inside The Love Doctor • Parking available in upper rear lot. 
1607 University Avenue West • St. Paul. MN 55104 . 651-328-8273 (VAPE) 

WWW.VAPE-,EjSS^COM 

* 2 ^ -ilRfc. - » 
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SAVAGE LOVE 

Phones and Bones 

And the true meaning of feminism 


I ’m a 45-year-old straight male. Politi¬ 
cally and socially, I consider myself an 
ardentfeminist. There is nothinglenjoy 
more than giving a woman an orgasm 
or two. I’m very GGG and will cheerfully 
do whatever it takes. Fingers, tongue, cock, 
vibrator — I’m in. If it takes a long time, so 
much the better. I’m okay with all of that. 
Now and again, though, I 
really like a quickie, a good 
old-fashioned ‘'Wham, 
bam, thank you, ma’am!” 

The only ladies I’ve found 
willing to engage in those 
cock-centric acts are sex 
workers. I’m okay with 
that, too. But the last time 
I paid for it, with a woman 
I had patronized before, I 
was just about to slip my 
cock in doggy-style when 
her phone rang. It was in 
reach, and she picked it 
up! I hesitated, but she 
didn’t pull away, and in fact pushed back 
a bit while she answered. I figured this was 
what I came for, so I proceeded. Her cavalier 
attitude toward being fucked from behind 
while having a trivial phone conversation 
wound up being a huge turn-on for me. By 
the time she finished her 20-second call, 
I was finished as well. I hadn’t come that 
quickly since I was a teen. She laughed that 
she should take calls more often. What kind 
ofbeast am I that I really enjoyed such utter 
indifference?Does this reveal some dark secret 
deep in my psyche? How can that mesh with 
my otherwise feminist views? 

PREMATURE EJACULATION NEEDS SOME 
INTROSPECTIVE VIEW EXAMINED 

First, PENSIVE, "enjoys giving women 

orgasms” sets the bar for ‘'ardent feminist” 
just abit low. So here’s hopingyour feminism 
involves more than penetrating a willing 
partner with your fingers, tongue, cock, 
and whatever vibrators happen to be lying 
around. Because if your feminism doesn’t 
include support for prochoice policies and 
candidates, regular donations to Planned 
Parenthood, backing equal pay for equal 
work, speaking up when other men say 
shitty/rapey/dehumanizing things about 
women (particularly when there isn’t a 
woman in the room whose pussy you want 
to lick until you come, because feminism!) 
— and more — then you’re not a feminist, 
ardent or otherwise. 

Moving on .... Why did it turn you on 


when the sex worker took a call during 
your session? Because it did. Turn-ons are 
subjective and mysterious. People who are 
curious about their turn-ons have to start 
with “this turns me on” and work backward 
from there. And to figure out why a par¬ 
ticular fabric/adornment/attitude/scenario 
arouses us, we use the only tools available 
to us—guesswork and self- 
serving rationalizations — 
to invent a backstory that 
makes some sort of logical 
sense, and then we apply it 
to something (kinks, turn¬ 
ons, orgasms) that really 
defies logic. 

So, PENSIVE, if I were 
to hazard some guesswork 
on your behalf. I’d probably 
go with this: Being treated 
with passive contempt by 
someone that you are sup¬ 
posed to be wieldingpower 
over (the woman you’re 
fucking, a sex worker you’ve hired)—being 
subtly humiliated and mildly degraded by 
that woman—taps a vein of eroticized self- 
hatred that makes you come quickly and 
come hard. 

And while that’s wonderful for you, 
PENSIVE, it isn’t proof you’re a feminist. 

I thought your advice to SCRAPE, the 
guy whose penis was suffering due to his 
girlfriend’s shaved-but-stubbly labia, was 
spot-on—except in regards to waxing. As both 
a former professional waxer and a woman 
with very coarse pubic hair, I hope you don’t 
mind if I correct you: Waxed hair does not 
grow back as prickly as shaved hair. The hair 
follicle tapers from its root. When shaved, 
it is cut straight across at its thickest point. 
The hair, as it grows, continues to grow from 
there. When waxed, the hair is removed at its 
root, and a new hair will grow intact, with the 
softer taper. I cannot shave without extreme 
discomfort during regrowth (like needles in 
my undies!). SCRAPE’Sgirljnend’spost-wax 
stubble may still be too uncomfortable for 
him, but it will doubtless be an improvement. 
Honestly, I’d be amazed if she’s not currently 
in more pain than he is! 

SMOOTH MOVES 

Thanks for sharing, SM. 


maiI@savagelove.net 

Follow Dan on Twitter: @fakedansavage 
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FREE LUNCH 
11AM-2:30PM 

(WITH PAID FULLADMISSION) 

MONDAY-FRIDAY 

INCLUONGA FULL MENU AT ALL JWSS 

THE TWIN CITIES ONLY 

LATE NIGHT 

'ALTERNATIVE 

OPEN TILL 4:30AM 





INTIMATE^^REASURES 

314 l^TAVEN ■ MPLS 
6l2.345.4676- llam-llpm SUN-THU 
FRI &SAT 11AM-2AM 

INTIMATETREASURESGIFTS.COM 



OPEN DURING REMODEL 


241 NORTH 2ND AVE -MPLS 
612.672.0556 ■ 24 HOURS 

SHOPSEXWORLD.COM 

Lickely Iplil 

251 SOUTH 3RD AVE ■ MPLS 
612.333.0599 ■ 9am-3am Everyday 

LICKETYSPLIT.NET 




UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT. 

HIRING ENTERTAINERS 
AND SERVERS. 


2542"“ AVE NI MPLS 1612-204-0207 

WWW.CHOICEDANCERS.COM 


GENTLEMEN'S CLUB 



KING-DIAM0NDS.COM 


NG OF DIAMONDS 


THE PERFECT PLACE TO ENTERTAIN 
BUSINESS CLIENTS & FRIENDS! 


■sO 



MDETHEKOD 

WILDJMRTISw 
. BUS TO THE 


WILD HOCKEY 
^ GAMES. 


HAPPY HOUR SPECIALS: 

$2 Featured Premium Tap Mon - Sat 3:30 - 5:30 
Featuring Rotating Beers from Alaskan, Deschutes, 
Leinenkugel, Summit, & New Belgium Breweries 

KOD FAMOUS PROGRESSIVE BEER SPECIAL 

$1 High Life & $2 Miller Lite Taps Mon - Fri 3:30 - 5:30 
$3 High Life & Miller Lite Mon - Fri 5:30 - 7:30 
$4 High Life & Miller Lite Mon - Fri 7:30 - 9:30 


OPEN MONDAY - SATURDAY, 3:30PM-2:00AM 
6600 RIVER RD • INVER GROVE, MN • 55076 • 651 455 3886 


ENURTAINERS: LOW LEASE 
RATES, FLEXIBLE TIMES, KEEP 
MORE OF YOUR MONEY 

Auditions Mon-Fri 4pm-12am 



ALWAYS FREE COVER FOR: 

Active Military, 

Airline/Airport Employee, 
or Same Day Sport/Concert Ticket 
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Call Now! FREE* TRIAL 



CGity Page^^St of Winner 
2M2,2^and2004! 


jp^Eg^niYERIE 

^ MAINSTREAM TO ADULT ^ 


over - 

(15,000 





sd. ««■«■?» 

starting at 


4114 Lakeland Ave N • Robbinsdale • 763.536.9932 

www.VideoUniversemn.com 



COMPLIMENTARY ADMISSION 
WITH ANY SAME DAY EVENT TICKET. 

HAPPY HOUR pm-7pm | $5 Food Specials 
Daily Drink and Dance Specials 

COMPLIMENTARY BOHLE OF CHAMPAGNE 
WITH 5 PAIO AOMISSIONS 

OPEN MON-FRI 4PM-2AM 
& SATURDAY 7PM-2AM 
multiple levels including champagne rooms 


CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE FOR MORE DETAILS 

WWW.THEEXECLOUNGE.COM 



FREE ADMISSION WITH THIS COUPON 


One coupon per person. Restrictions may apply. 


i&^^^iPJB^6i^38.3565 • www.theexeclounge.com 1 
41 8 3rd Ave^ J 


JOCX^ 

STORE CLOSING 
LigUIOATION SALE! 


EVERYTHING MUST GO! UP TO 70% OFF! 
PRICES START AT $3.50! 



40TH AVE& EAST LAKE ST • MINNEAPOLIS, MN • 61 2.276.1 413 



THURSDAY 
AMATEUR NIGHT 

$200 CASH PRIZE 

BEAUTIFUL, FRIENDLY GIRLS WANTED 
STARTING AT 9:30PM 


2 Nude Stages/Tableside Revue/Vip Area 
2 Bars/Full Kitchen 
Happy Hour Everyday 2pnn-7pnn 
Some of the Lowest Drink Prices in the Twin Cities! 

LARPENTEUR & RICE • ST. PAUL • 651-489-9200 





with your Concert, Event or 
Sports Ticket Stub of the day! 
Open Daily at 11:30am 
12 N. 5th St., Minneapolis • 612-339-2271 


HENNEPIN AVENUE 

MOVIES • NOVELTIES • PEEP SHOWS 

Hours: 10:30am - 2:30am 

420 Hennepin Ave S. • 612-259-0009 


Adult 

Entertainnient 


910 

Adult Clubs 


ENTERTAINERS 

WANTED!!! 

Deja Vu 

Independent contractor 
status. No Exp. Nec. 

Flexible hours. Awesome 
Earning Potential. 

Inquire in person 

315 Washington Ave N 


GENTELMENS CLUB DJ 

Deja Vu 

DJ needed 18+ experience 
preferred but not neces¬ 
sary day and night hours 
avaii. Appiy in person. 

315 Washington Ave N 


SERVER, DOOR PERSON. 
LOT SECURITY WANTED!! 

Deja Vu 

SERVER, DOOR PERSON, LOT 
SECURITY WANTED!! 

PM HOURS 

Must apply in person... 
Valet must have valid DL & 
PROOF OF INSURANCE 18+ 

315 Washington Ave N 



Si 1-651-305-2805 

More Local Numbers: 800-777-8000 www.guyspyvoice.com 





COVERS, 

WrTHTHlSAD 


* -f 


+ * CABARET 

MINNEAPOLIS 

FEATURING THE MOST 

BEAUTIFUL WOMEN DAILY 

M0N-FR|:11AHTIL3tM 

SflHUH:6PMTIL3AM 

EVERY AAONDAY S AMATEUR NIGHT 

s350 IN CASH PfiilES 


RlCKSCABARET.MfNNEAmLlS WWW.RICKS.COM 

300 SOUTH 3RD STREET • 612.321.0488 

RO £ CAEARET IS OATIED AND OffiRATH? hY A SuaSlDiAfiY OF RICK'S CABAREF iKlIRNAIIONlAl INC.. 
A [PUHLiaT TRADeO COMPANY ON ^EA$DAO UNDER TJtf $¥MB0L " fOCKT. 
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NOW HIRING! 


NO EXPERIENCE NECESSARY. 


MtfSttSi 


APOLt 


1000s OF BEAUTIFUL GIRLS & 3 UGLY ONES 



The ^ i Ji 
Seville 


# % 


m<3^ ^ 

AffPOFCOUm 

“Wf TWIH CITlCS MOST 
SiAOTIfOl eNTEKTAINeHS 




Nm YE/vis & Rumim} 


locpjtomxTW 

dflRE MARKEt 

^ SUNDAYS & 
MONDAYS 




mw 


mm ms. paht to mtp 

STfMf/lATE THE ECOffOMY/ 


m-ji 

FR€B AOMlSStON FOfi aaiy MV wiTii TUis coupon. 

Valid until fam. Ovre mupon pur p&rson, Aostn'c^tfona may appfy. 


Like "The Seville Club”on Facebook! 
612 - 465 -S 777 • 15 Glcnwao^ Avc-N. Mp 1 $i MN • cbesevil1ecliib.com 


SPEARMINT RHINO'^ MINNEAPOll? 

@Mexis_Texas 





iMiirieth 

Fri-Sat1tfMlam 


ONE FREE ENTRY 


One per$an per cot^pon enly. 

__ Cannot be cernbinet) with any oihef«nier. 

This coupon is good for one free eniry 

into Speamiinl Rh inn - Downtown Minneapo I is [^hy PAGES Expires 3-33 >16 


7Z5 Hennepin Ave., Minneapolis, Ml^ 55403 
(61Z)353-67391 spearmintrhinG.com 
Open 7 Days a week 6PM-2AM 
A. SpearmirlRhinoMinneapolisGC 
D minnesotarhino 
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[[I n[4Ris 
IIUODVMAS 


3355 Plymouth Blvd. Plymouth, I 

612 . 443.4086 




SUPER 

SPA 

6iSo Boone AveN. 
Mpfs, MN 55438 
763^404^8260 

-hours: lOAM ^ 10:30PM 
(open 7 days a week) 


Orchid 

Massage & Sp| 

4933 34th AveS.* Minneapolis 

651 - 410-0470 

OUSSEmiS: 

Deep Tissue I Swedish Massage 
Light (Soft) Touch Acupressure 
Tui-na Massage I Hot Stone I Hot Oil 
Medicated Oil Therapy 



too 

Health & Beauty 


805 

Licensed Massage 



I Asian Sweetheart I 


BEST Rub Down 
r IN UPTOWN! y 

CALL NOW 4 SPECIALS & 
VLate Appointments!¥ 


612 - 823-5333 


810 

Health & Wellness-General 


Healing 
Touch & 

Ear Candling By 
Licia: 

763-533-5561 


MEET GA^ 
& BI MEN 

Local & National Chatline 

1-800-GAY-MEET 

_ (429-6338) _ 


pEAt 

FReer 

HEAt LOCAL GIRLS 
GCT 
WITH VDU1 

1-888 

353-7399 



Convenient Location | Near Airport & Hotels 
Easy access to Hwy 77 & Hwy 35E 

FULL BODY OIL MASSAGE 
$60/70 Minutes (with coupon) 

O 651.686.0746 


OPEN 7 DAYS 

9:30am-10pm 

4215NICOLSRD 
EAGAN, MN 55122 

Diffley Exit 
N^t to 
BP Gas Station 





5 BEST 
NEW 

MASSEUSES 
Welcome You! 


CALL FOR JANUARY PROMOTION 

deep tissue ■ Swedish thai ■ sport massage 




Ban Sabai 


1704 West Lake Street, Minneapolis, MN 55408 

612.823.5333 • uhhmassage.com 


400 

Bny-Sell-Trade 


460 

Tickets 

II TICKET KING !! 

ALL EVENTS ★ BUY/SELL 
Concerts - Sports - Theater 
651-436-1120 

ticketkmgonline.com 


m 


Recording Studios 


PROFILE 
MUSIC STUDIOS 

Premier rehearsal space in dy¬ 
namic & upscale Mpis location 
(3 biks east of U of M). De¬ 
signed for both national touring 
acts & local bands. Current & 
past clients include platinum 
selling & Grammy winning art¬ 
ists. All amenities provided in¬ 
cluding: concert hall w/ pro 
sound & lighting, 24 hr access, 
DSL, security cameras, on-site 
mgmt w/ staff on premises 
24/7, parking, street level, sky¬ 
lights, top quality recording 
studio, guitar & equipment re¬ 
pair, in-house entertainment 
attorney. Daily & hourly rates 
avail. Competitive monthly rent 
from $195. 

www.profilemusic.com 

info@profilemusic.com 

612-331-5000 



100 

Employment 


103 

Auditions/Show Biz 


GENTELMENS CLUB DJ 

Deja Vu 

DJ needed iS-i- experience 
preferred but not neces¬ 
sary day and night hours 
avail. Apply in person. 

315 Washington Ave N 


GENTELMENS CLUB DJ 

Deja Vu 

DJ needed 18 -f experience 
preferred but not neces¬ 
sary day and night hours 
avail. Apply in person. 

315 Washington Ave N 


1 1-712-432-7977 | 


4/7 CHATLINE 

SLGBT • LD Applies • 18-f 




^ WANTED ^ 
EXOTiC DANCERS 

EXTRA 

CASH! 

FISHERMEN BACK!! 

MONEY!!! 

Lookers 

Aiex, MN 320-298-5209 


105 

College/Universities 


BE A BARTENDER 
EARN $20-$30/HR 
HAViNG FUN! 

City Pages Special! 
$199 Tuition. Reg. $599 
Lifetime Job Placement 
Minnesota School of 
Bartending 
Our 48th Year! 

Call: 612.333.6692 
Legal to bartend age 18 


110 

Computer/Technical 


Delivery Manager. 

Minneapolis, MN.. MS Degr 
or BS-i-5y exp. .NET, C#, 
MSSQL, C++, 
COM/DCOM/RPC, data 
press engines. Res: EPAM 
SYSTEMS. 41 university 
Dr, #202, Newtown, 

PA 18940. 


EVERY WEEK, 
EVERYTHING 
YOU'RE 
LOOKING FOR! 


ICIT9PAGESI 

CLASSIFIEDS 

———— 


1 . 800 . 


ELITE MASSAGE 

LOOKING TO 
RELAX AND RELIEVE 
It STRESS? 

« Co// 612 . 413.1140 

* Uptown Minneapolis 


FREE TO LISTEN 
AND REPLY TO ADS 
Free Code: City Pages 


1-888-Meg aMates 



FIND REAL GAY MEN NEAR YOU 

Minneapolis: 

(9S2) 938-8700 
(763) 226-2929 


(612)465-7255 

St. Paul; (651)305-2737 

www.megamates.com 18+ 


-1 



Ahora espanol 
Livelinks.com 18+ 


Try FREE: 952-960-3014 

More Local Numbers: 1-800-926-6000 
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^annta5ttc .Spa 


Free Table Shower SC Body Scrub 

763-999-1017 

7035 Wayzata Blvd. Suite 100 
St. Louis Park MN 55426 





Asian 

J\Aassage 

Therapy 

1299 Mississippi Street NE 
(DOWNSTAIRS) Fridley, MN 55432 

612-616-9568 



^uckii^TIIaMam 
• GRAND OPENING! 

k SOmins: $40 | 60mins: $60 

m 12010 County Rd 11 • Burnsville, MN 

^ 651-788-0299 


Jenny s 



^ $20 OFF an Hour 
10am-8pm 
Open 7 Days 
a Week 

(612) 867-1875 

1108 E. Lake Street 
Minneapolis, MN 55407 




OFFfHESTBOOyMASSAGf 


$60/70iiiins (with coupon) 



Open 7 days • 9:30am-10:pm 
13608 Cty. Rd 11 Burnsville 55337 • 952-405-9562 


(l«r5 & 

Auto Repair • Collision Repair • Paint 
24 Hour Towing Available 

WINDOW 
TINTING 

from $60 and up 


After 6oi, 

il^re 90(e Onlj) Oiie5 OOftere JEor ^ou 24/7 


We Pay Top Dollar for Junk Cars, Any Condition. 
Best Price on used & new Tires 

Windshields | Upholstery | Make Car Keys | Auto Towing 
Roadside Assistance | Auto Repair | Lockout Services | Se Hahla Espahol 


BLOOMINGTON | 952.297.6195 BROOKLYN PARK | 763-516-4195 

www.dukescarsandtowing.com 

I GET A 13% DISCOUNT when you mention this ad. \ 



323 Maria Avenue N 
Saint Paul 
651-465-1923 



520 E. Lake Street 
Minneapolis 
612-821-1867 
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MAIS GUI 

BY BRENDAN EMMETT QUIGLEY 


Across 

1 Christmas leftover? 

4 Repeated passage, 
in music 

8 Heckler, often times 

14 Have to return 

15 Obstacles for some 
supergroups 

16 Short play 

17 “In the Heart of the Sea” 
director Howard 

18 Something served in the 
court covered 

with rainwater? 

20 Hit below the belt 

22 Guest’s bed 

23 Glfare 

24 “Spielberg, meet this 
Wookiee”? 

28 Dramatic song sung in 
Italian, maybe 

29 GM tracking system 

33 Planks targets 

36 Turn on the waterworks 

38 Rock with a sparkling 
middle 

39 Paul Reubens after being 
punched in the face? 

44 Reprobate 

45 “Why_you still here?” 

46 Show that’s already had 
Hillary Clinton and 
Donald Trump as guests 

47 Squirrel’s stash 

49 He kills Cassio 

52 Transitional parts of the 
Thin White Duke’s songs? 

58 There are 27 in a perfect 


game 

61 Clothier Taylor 

62 Tar bed 

63 One who has seen 

a New Zealand bird? 

67 Phrase said when 
the lights come on 

68 Enter, as data 

69 “Render_Caesar...” 

70 Nuke in the microwave 

71 Make a rating of 

72 “Allow me” 

73 Storm’s dir. 

Down 

1 Parts of a table setting 

2 “Make me!” 

3 Montagneof NPR 

4 “Jeremy” singer 

5 “Avengers:_ofUltron’ 

6 Cut (down) 

7 Freudian subject, briefly 

8 *sigh* “Oh, guys...” 

9 l/3rd of a banana? 

10 “Hmmm...” 

11 Dragon’s home 

12 _homo 

13 Linesonan Uberapp 
19 Sports announcer Buck 
21 Actress Mendes 

25 “Sweet” 

26 Elwes of “The Princess 
Bride” 

27 “Picnic” dramatist 

30 AAA rides 

31 Yemen’s gulf 

32 Fisherman’s device 

33 Start of a spell? 


34 Voting group 

35 Palm-tree variety 
37 Passing word? 

40 Place to leave your 
recycling 

41 Reno game 

42 Small quantity 

43 Brandied fruit 
48 Rustic lovers 

50 Big name in electric guitars 

51 “_To a Grasshopper” 

53 Pick-six: Abbr. 

54 Blah feeling 

55 Barely touch one’s food 

56 Tom’s “Mission: 

Impossible” role 

57 Mold or fashion 

58 Deep-fried Southern 
veggie 

59 Quick turnarounds? 

60 “Used to be,” back in 
the day 

64 Green Bay’s St. 

65 SAE, e.g. 

66 Place to get off, briefly 


Last Week’s Answer 
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$50-$450 Free Tow 


jyNKEIISMEPAIRABLE'S 1 MHHIOWING1 FUEL SEUVICEVEHICEEREPAIH SHOP 

Free tow to fix car, All auto repair | Buy 4 tires & get a Free Alignment 


www.internnacoauto.conn 

iT 

INTERMACO AUTO | 612.706.8888 


Now Hiring! qualified technician 

Join the Turbo Tim's family • Anything Automotive 
Call 612-208-8461 or apply online! turbotims.com 

★ PERSONAL INJURY LAW ★ 

Including toxic torts, products iiabiiity 
and car accident injuries 
Call 612-272-2171 for more info. 

►FREE Consultations 
►NO Fee if NO Recoverys 
Randall Law Firm, PLLC randallfirm.com 

NOW HIRING: FT/PT Positions 

Want to work a job surrounded by music, pop 
culture, and great people? Down In The Valley has 
openings for FT/PT at all of our locations in Golden 
Valley, Crystal, and Maple Grove. Apply on our 
website: www.downinthevalley.com 

!! TICKET KING !! ALL EVENTS ★ BUY/SELL ★ Concerts- 
Sports - Theater ★ 651-436-1120 ticketkingonline.com 

GETTING A DIVORCE? 

FAMILY LAW THAT RESPECTS THE FAMILY! 
Call R. Leigh Frost, Attorney 
651.222.0672 • www.rieighfrostiaw.com 

Do You Take Birth Control Pills? 

Do You Smoke? 

Females 18 -35 years of age who are taking Birth 
control pills are wanted for a research study at the 
University of Minnesota looking at the effects of 
hormones on mood, stress, and withdrawal 

Participants will be paid. 

Call 612-624-5350 
www.TobaccoResearch.umn.com 

I BUY JUNK & REPAIRABLE VEHICLES 

Free tow! Also have certified vehicies 4 SALE, $700 & up.. 

No pressure Salesman 763-432-6977 


O 


Divorce •Custody -Support •Parenting Time , 


[Attorney^Emily Cooper 612.568.4529 1 


HEALTHY CAUCASIAN FEMALES ACES 20-31 
SOUGHT FOR TWIN CITIES CLINIC. 


Contact RMIA at www.rmia.com 


LEGAL RIGHTS 
IN THE WORKPLACE 

Halunen Law specialize in empioyee and 
whistiebiower rights and executive severances. 
Experience. Expertise. Let's take a stand. 

Visit us at Halunenlaw.com or call (612) 605-4098 


Healthy, non-smoking, men and women, ages 
18-65, not taking medications, needed for 
upcoming clinical trials. Current studies 
compensate up to $2950 for time in study. 


NOW HIRING: Massage Therapist 

for Uptown Spa Fiexitiie Schedules 
Appiy in person at 
1704 west Lake St. Mpis 55408 


natal 


5 Best New Masseuses 
Welcome You! 

CALL FOR JANUARY 
PROMOTION 

deep tissue ■ Swedish 
thai ■ sport massage 






Ban Sabai 


1704 West Lake Street, Minneapolis, MN 55408 

612.823.5333 • uhhmassage.com 


WE SELL VACUUMS! 

www.A-lvacuum.com 
2575 Fairview Ave N, Roseville, MN 55113 
651.222.6316 



PIANO TUNING 

Twin Cities 507.951.5360 MWTuning 

0^LY$1OEACH 
'612-210-8256-Jay 

WE BUY USED CDs, DVDs & LPs! 
PAY CASH, NO HASSLE! 

We’ve been buying & selling music since 1972! We are 
the ORIGINAL record store! Buying used IP's & 45's. 60s, 
70s & 80s a Rock N' Roll records preferred. 
Golden Valley: 763-544-0033 Dovm In The Valley 
A part of your culture since 1972 downinthevalley.com 

TOP $$ PAID TODAY FOR JUNKER VEHICLES 

24 hrs / 7 days wk. FREE TOWING - Entire Metro 
Affordable Towing 612-867-4325 or 612-598-3801 

PROFILE MUSIC STUDIOS 

Premier rehearsal space in dynamic & upscaie Mpis iocation (3 biks 
east of U of M). Designed for both national touring acts & local bands. 
Current & past clients include platinum selling & Grammy winning art¬ 
ists. All amenities provided inci: concert hall w/pro sound & lighting, 24 
hr access, DSL, security cameras, on-site mgmt w/staff on premises 
24/7, prkg, street level, skylights, top quality recording studio, guitar & 
equip, repair, in-house entertainment attorney. 

Daily/hourly rates avail. Competitive rent from $195/mo. 

612.331.5000 • www.profilemusic.com • info@profilemusic.com 

Cigarette Smokers Wanted 

for a Study 

Assessing the short-term effects of a medication that 
may help individuals quit smoking. This is not a 
treatment study. This study requires a 6 week time 
commitment and 19 visits. Subjects will be paid up to 
$590. If interested, please call 612-624-9407. 

Tobacco Study U of M 

Divorce $99 

L & M Paralegal Services 

952-593-0973 www.lmlegal.com 


$50 to $2,000 CASH FOR 
JUNKERS & REPAIRABLES 

Most Tow-Aways Accepted - FREE TOW 
Same Day Service - h: 612-781-1804 
c: 763-445-0224 


"Hi Dad, I'm in Jail" 

Goldberg Bail Bonds • 612-333-8111 • goldbergbonding.com 

DJ FOR ALL OCCASIONS 

» Weddings, Birthdays, Graduations, Reunions -« 
www.TCRockinDJs.net • 651-399-8377 

Oriental Touch 9 #1 Exotic Thai!! 

Need a late appt. after Hours No PROBl Best in uptown! 

WWW 612-999-8072 vww 

Need a Car Loan? We can help! 

No matter where you buy the car, we'll help you 
get a loan! Fill out the easy application form on our 
website, www.acfundingmn.com 763.233.0477 

BANKRUPTCY? 

FOR AN EXPERIENCED ATTORNEY CALL: 

MARY LOCKWOOD @ 651-491-3630 
We are a debt relief agency & help people file for bankruptcy relief. 

irA i» 

m 04 ^ wrwii'U' 


lEfKaALj; 


kQt\ 



Hours: 

Monday-Friday 10am-8pm 
Saturday 12pm-8pm 
Sunday 12pm-6pm 


•Subscription service 
•Special orders welcome 
•HeroClix 

•Action Figures •Widest selection of comics and 

•Magic: The Gathering graphic novels In the Twin Cities! 

$3 OFF any Graphic Novel! 

ONE COUPON PER CUSTOMER. EXPIRES 2/29/2016. 



TOP CA.H 
FORJUNKERS 

612«821J867 ®Duke's Cars & Towing 


Need Aitordable Insurance? 

Need Affordable Car, Home, life, or Renters 
Insurance? Call John @ 651-777-6898 

TOP $$$$$ FREE TOW 

$ for some Jimkers /Repairables! 
Call - 763-957-0313 / 612-521-1257 

FREE WEBSITE FREE WEBSITE 

» NEVER PAY FOR A WEBSITE AGAIN « 
www.star-globalcash.net • 651-216-0000 

UP TO $800 FOR JUNKERS & 

REPAIRABLES Free Tow. Reconditioned Cars 
For Saie. CM Auto Inc. 612.770.3270 • 612.823.7939 

800-LAWYERS 

INJURY-BANKRUPTCY-DIVORCE-DWI 

Alcohol & Drug CD Assessments 

DWI Education 

lOP Substance Abuse Treatment Call 952-358-1009 

I BUY HEAVY METAL RECORDS 

(LPS & EPS) All Sub Genres 
email: ibuymetall@gmail.com 

Oriental Massage 

763.862.1188 Coon Rapids • 763.780.197fBlaine 
Open 7 days • 9:30am-l0pm 

Tonka Tunes Records, Tapes, CDs Vintage Audio 

We buy good used records, CDs St audio *All Genres* 

ALL RECORDS 50 to 75% OFF! Until ???? 
Located at: 2313 Commerce in Mound 952-472-5731 
$$$ WANTED: DIABETIC TEST STRIPS $$$ 
WILL PAY CA$H & PICKUP • 651.366.7892 

FOLLOW YOUR ART!! 

Follow your art! Free Arts Minnesota Is seeking art mentors 
to inspire and engage youth. 2 hrs/week. 12 week min. 
commitment. Training provided, freeartsminnesota.org 
Contact Deandra 612.824.2787 
deandra@freeartsminnesota.org 




Quality Kratom? 
www.VisionPlants.com 

if WANTEt 

lonely NO 

longer 

Single down to earth 
shop seeks talented 
hardworking tech. 

Must love kitties, 
getting hands dirty, 

and Northeast 
Minneapolis. Looks 
not im portant^ 




(tEtMJV#.TEO * m 


WANTED: 

ALL VEHICLES!! 
CASH PAID! • 612-267-9906 

Now Hiring! qualified technician 

Join the Turbo Tim's family • Anything Automotive 
Call 612-208-8461 or apply online! turbotims.com 


ng Scale Family Law 

Divorce •Custody •Support •Parenting Time 


Rentals 


nnn 


305 

Roommates 


394 & Penn - wanted, male to share brick Georgian 
Colonial home, w/D 2nd fir Bdrm - $345/mo. 

*S Bryn Mawr near Cedar Lake 612-703-9088 call 9a -5p, 
if no answer leave msg, will return call. No drugs or pets. 


307 

Rooms for Rent 

Minneapolis $150-170/wk 612-722-1029 
Emerson Ave N and Park Ave S 

Furnished, + Deposit, Utils Pd. 


317 

Apartments for Rent 


DOWNTOWN MINNEAPOLIS 612-872-8758 

Classic Brownstone building, security, hardwood 
floors, 10' ceilings & fireplace. Skyline view. 

★ Sleeping Room $300 
★ 2 Bdrm $795 ★ 2 Bdrm $845 


MPLS/ LORINC PARK 612-870-7878 

Immaculate Studios $625 & 1 Bdrms $695 
w/large walk-in closets, HW floors, antique woodwork, 
claw foot tub w/shower. Bicycle storage, coin-op Indry. 
Heat paid. 612-870-7878 
www.theparkapartments.com 


GRAND OPENING! 

^I^ILNTAL 


Coon Rapids 

2740 MAIN ST. NW 
COON RAPIDS, MN 55448 

763-862-1188 

Blaine 

748 CO. RD. 10 NE 
BLAINE, MN 55434 

763-780-1979 


$10 OFF 
1 hour massage 
must bring coupon 

Not valid with other offers 
Expires 1/31/16 
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